5 AY 
r 
2 1 


2 


Ps 
To the READING of the 


. © 
# © 


| * * K * 1 25 8 Fl 8 
N 8 Hp - I 7 5; 


LON DON: 
wid | Printed for F. KN 1G HT, St. James s- Street, 
Gt M DCC LXXV, 


« 
; * 
* 
gn N 
28 
. 
_ 
» > F 
| s 
* 
5 
N 
212 =» 
* 
| « 
. 
* 
- . 
= 
* 
"© 
. 1 
| a | % 2 
534 
* 
* 


> 
ar \ 
2 a 
* 
F 
A 
2 
155 
>. 
« 
« 
* 
* 
a | | 
ay 
Fg F : 
* 
5 : 
; 


2 


Ie 


. 
- 
£ 
- 
* 8 

* 
* 

cx, 

” 
i z 


— 


a6 \- 


* 


* * . &* 7 £ 8 
. . ; b Wot : 
— 8 P 
i * 
| - + 
2 * 2 ; IE 5 * 
f | 0 
. | > 
: ; 2 . 


F4 & 
8 1 ad not compile the Slowing 72 


Sheets, with a Vie 


either to Fame 


* - Prefit, there is little Occaſion to apolo- 


gize for them by a Preface. The Want 
of ſuch a Work is but too well known to 


all the thinking Proteſtants in this Coun- 
try, and. that is my ſole Inducement for 

- publiſhing of it. If it anſwers the deſired 
End, I ſhall goto the grave in Peace, ſatiſ- 

ed that I have not lived altogether in vain. 


4, tas 


Phar the ſacred Oracles contain all 


neceſſary religious Truths, is moſt certain, 


but the Sublimity of the Stile, and the many 


figurative and allegorical Turns we meet 


with in the Bible, make it appear very 
obſcure to young and ignorant Readers. 


There are alſo {ſome Paſtages i in the Scrip- 
ture, which from the Change of Manners, 
and perhaps defective Tranſlations, may 


as well not be read till we attain to Years 
A 2 | of 


iv » R E. F A 8. E. 125 . 
of diſcretiog. A great deal too of what 
ſhould be Sy taught requires Explana- 
tions, which unfortunately,.thoſe who have 
the training up of the loweſt but moſt nu- 
merous and valuable part of the commu- 


WY, Arg not always well NO IT with. 


* 

A indeed, it muſt be Sonfeffed, {hat 
nothing is more difficult than to find 

Means to convey ſuch ſublime Ideas and 
extenſivs Knoyledge i in the puerile Lan- 
guage, and to ground Children ſo com- 
pletely in the whole Orthodox Faith, as to 
defend them againſt the Seductions of Er- 
ror, without uſing one Word that i is not 
familiar to them: And yet if this be not 
carefully attended to, the very beſt In- 


ſtructions can only embarraſs and weary Nha 


them, and moſt probably Fill miſlead 8 
draw. them i into tome fatal = ſtakes, 


"-Ths only Merit therefore 1 this * 
W ork pretends to, is the Simplicity of the 


Diction. That was what I particularly _ 
aimed at, and have had the Satisfaction Ws - 
find, by repeated Trials, that it is perfecily 
intelligible to the youngeſt Scholars, tho? 
I ventured e to raiſe the expreſ- 
| ſions 


| PREFACE. TO, 


ſions and extegd the Language, as I went 

on, in order to enable my Readers when 

they have got through it to proceed to the 
Fountain Head. With Regard to the 

® Method of teaching this Book, that which 

I habe experienced to be moſt for the Eaſe | 

of Maker and Pupil, is the followigg. - 

n „ 

Wulr E the Children are employed at 
any Work, let their Mafter or Miſtreſs read 
to then one of theſe Stories by Way of 
Amuſement, beginning with the firſt, and 
it will naturally entertain and intereſt 

them. When each has repeated it again to 
the Maſter, not in the Words of the Book, 
but in their own (retaining however all 
the Senße) then read them the next Story. 


Tan Queſtions and PR Wi at the Fod 
a the Chapters are of too much Impor- 
tance to be paſſed over lightly, but they 


.  thould not be taught by Rote. If the Chil- 


drten do not ſpontaneouſly aſk thoſe Quel- 
tions themſelves, let the Mafter firſt ſuz- 
elt and then anſwer them. Let r 
ocaſionally repeat thoſe Doubts to them, 
and he will judge by their Anſwers, whe- 
iber they have really imbibed their Mean- 
A VTV ing 
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5 ing or not, and if it appears that they 
have not, he muſt again read to them the 

Anſwers as in the Book, till they are per- 
fectly fixed in their An 
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ALI tbis may be bse in an eafy good 
| bumeured 7275 Indulgence, and not 
| as A Taſk, A little ever y Day wil bring 
I them on as faſt as 1 mould with, For if 
they keep to one Chapter a whole Fort- 
night, including any Pſalms or Prayers 
ariſing from it, they will be perfect; in the 
| Whole within a Year, which is ſoon 
1 enough. T hey ought by the End of that 
Time to know how to read the New Teſta- 
ment, if not, it can be read to them, and 
Iwill venture to ſay, it will both pleaſe 
ö and edify them, after they have been ſq 
_ Prepared. . I ſuppoſe it is unneceffary to 
caution ſuch Maſters as are diſpoſed to 
_ » obſerve the foregoing Directions, that 
they muſt take Care before they teach 
every new Leſſon, to know whether'the 
Children remember the Subſtance of all 
the preceding Ones. This is very eaſily 
done in the Way of Converſation, and by 
trying whether they retain the Titles of 
| cach * in their regular Succeſſion. 
_ ; TE Having 


. % 

; Fav NG now, I hope, ſufficiently ex- 

- phined the Intention and Uſe of this little 
Piece, I ſhall in Concluſion, only add 
—_—_— "+ 


Tr I thigk it abſolutely neceſſary 

for us Proteſtants, who are in a Country, 
where the Majority are Roman Catho- 
licks , to guard our young People againſt 
the Pains that may be taken by the Popy/h 
Clergy to convert them to their Faith, 
and I do not know any better Preſerva- 
tive than to make them acquainted with 
the one Religion and the other, and the | 
Sources from whence they are derived. 


In fo doing, I hope I ſhall give no Of- 
Fence to any Party, as I mean none. Being 
fully convinced, that my own Religion is 
the true One; I with to propagate it, and 
the moſt tenacious Roman Catholick will 
ſurely not blame me for that, becauſe he 
does the ſame, I have ever lived in per- 
fect Peace and Charity with all who are 
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1 » This Book was originally deſigned for the Uſe. 
of the Charity Schools in Ireland, when it was firſt 


Pen. 
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Hof that Communion. I haye a fincere 
Ul _. Friendſhip for ſome among them, andt the 
ll  * worſt that my Heart dictates towards any — 
of them with Regard to | pgs, 


| I would to God, that they were Tgt 
1 Re. almoſt, but ahogyheyas Ly 

1 | | 
| | a I think noyelf obliged in fon "I 
[ to add, that fince the former Publication, 
' , a ſpurious Edition has, I find, been 
printed by a Clergyman ( total Stranger 
to me) in his own Name, with a few A- 
| terations and Additions: In which muti- 
AIlated State, I can have no Objection, to 
| _ the Reverend Gentleman's talling- the 
1 Honor of it to himſelf; ſincs be finds it 


| 
| 
| 5 ters, is what St. Paul ſaid to Agri WI 
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'» H A b. * 
The Creation. . 


— 


X W "x Book of Geneſis, which is the 


A XOX Beginning of the Holy Bible, 


that God Almighty made the 


World in ſix Days. He made the Sun, 
Moon; Birds, Beaſts and Fiſhes, and he 


alſo made the firſt Man. He formed him 


out of Clay, then breathed into his Noſ- 

trils the Breath of Life, and called him 

Adam, and gave him Power over every 
Ls | *. 5 nd Earth, | 


The auth Day he reſted Nom his 


Works and commanded it to be kept holy 
for ever, which is one of the Reaſons why 


Sb we 
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10 Tue Fall f Man. 1 8 
we go to Church every Sunday and make 
it a —_ * 
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© Who 10 the 8 Wert! 
Anſ. God. For he made every Thing, 
can do what he pleaſes, and there is none 
can reſiſt him. 
A Who has the greateſt Goodneſs? : 
A. God. For he gave us Life, and all 
we have. He keeps us from all Harm, 


and loves us as long as we endeavour to 
5 be like him in Goodneſs. ES _ 


« Ka. 
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1 Gov» Kiste put 10 into a . 
= Garden, called Paradiſe, or the Gar» 
den of Eden; and God ſaid, Man ſhould 
18 not be alone, he would 5 a GCompa- 
ll nion ſor him; ſo he cauſed Alam to fall 
into a ſound Sleep that he might not feel 
any Pain; then took one of his Ribs and 
1 | Mes: a Woman ef i it. He Save this Wo. 


4 "= 
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a Ne Fall of Man. 115 
man to *. to be his Wife, 1 loved 

her exceedingly, and called her Kur, > 


Our kind Createt, being all Goodnefs, 


Th and deſirous to make us happy, gave 
Adam and Eve every Thing, except one 


Tree which ſtood in the Middle of the 


Garden. He forbad them to touch the 
Fruit of that Tree, and told them if they. EY 


did touch! it, they ſhould die. 


They lived very happy in that Cdn 
for ſome Time. They eat fine Fruit, they 
gathered pretty Flowers, and had nothing 
to trouble them, becauſe they were Good 


and Innocent. They might have been 


there ſtill even to this Day, and we with 
them, if they had not offended our good . 
| God, and brought Death upon themſelves, 
and upon all that belonged to-them, by 
eating ſome of the Fruit of the Tree of 


| Knowledge, which God had forbad them 


to taſte. How do you think this happened? 5 
_ Why by hearkening to bad Advice. That 
4 Ev il Spirit, called the Devil, came to Eve, 
in the Shape of a certain Beaſt, called a 
Serpent. He, for the Sake of Miſchief, 
perſuaded: her to eat ſome of the F orbidden 
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and every 


12 a Phe Fall of Men. 
Fruit, and ſhe was ſo fooliſh and fo wiEked 


as to be prevailed on by him. When ſhe 


had eat ſome of it, ſhe defired her Huſband 
to do the ſame, and he was fimple enough 


to eat ſome. too. But when they had done 1 5 
eating they were aſhamed, and grew very 


uneaſy, and went to hide themſelves be- 


hind the Trees in the Garden. All Peo- + 
ple who haye done wrong are troubled in 
Mind, it is only good People which are 


Pleaſed with themſelves and with the reſt 


of the World, becauſe they know they 8 


have done well, and that God loves them, 


Theſe two fooliſh People Alam and 
Eve, thought in their fright to hide them- 
ſelves from God, but he knows every 


Thing, ſees every where, even into our 


Thoughts. He called to them and aſked 


them, why they had eaten of the Fruit 


which he had commanded them not to 
touch. Eve anſwered, that the Serpent 
had perſuaded her, and Adam ſaid his. 
Wife had perſuaded bim. God ĩs not to be 


put off with Excuſes, what he commands 


muſt be minded. So he directly turned 
them out of that fine Place, and 2 them 
| to 


** 


ody will ſpeak well of them. 
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2 Jo! Fall: of Mar. 5 I 1 4 
to Vage about in a wild Country over- 
. afoul with Weeds and Briars, where they, 
HE could get, nothing to eat but what they 
. ag ploughed and ae hard for. - 


7 , He can lege ry. We for he is 
not like us. He ſoes and hears from one 
2 Part of the World to the other, and for 
* that Reaſon all wiſe Peo le fear God more 1 

"than Man. It is impofſible to hide any 
. & from bim, and as hs loves us he 
"will always puniſi us one Way or other 
, : N when we do ill, to make us grow better. 

"| #2 Whois the Devil? | 

A. He is an Evil Spirit, called a Kallen 
Angel, who, we are told, was turned out 
of Heayen for this Pride, and goes about 
_ doing all the Harm he can. He is able 
to put bad Thoug ats into our Heads, with- 

out our ſeeing him, and ſometimes he gets 
- wicked People to perſuade us to do wrong, 
as Eve did by Adam: but we have Senſe 
enough to know, and ought to conſider, 
that if we follow wrong Advice, God 
will be angry with us, and that then great 
Wy meg come upon us. 
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Jogi, Ig. Bre had 


obedient to God and his Pareme.. God: ® 
4 | this made Cain jealous of his Brother Mel, RS 


He had mi 
him, and then Gol would have loved him 

as well as the other. One day when the 
two Brothers were. abroad together in a. ® 
Field, Cain knocked down poor Abel and 


God is always preſent with us. Te has 
not Fleſh or Bones as we have, but he is a 


Cain, and told him that heckney it. Cain © 
was then ready to ſink into the Earth with . 


” ee + oat 
OW: 5 
. LP N 


14 n ie Death o 4 yy 9 + 
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I . * 


oe. het i. * 
and Abel, Abel was a Shepherd. and 
Cain a Gardener, Cain was il - natured and 
obſtinate, but Abel was very mild and 


— 


therefore loved him bettet than Cain, and 


and made him hate that good young Man. E 
ach better have ſiroye to he like © | 


killed him. He thought they were alone, 
and that nobody would ever know 1 it, aut 9 


Spirit, and he alſo is in all Places at once, 
He thereſore was with Abel when he Was - 
ſo cruelly murdered, and called out to 


Fear, as well he might after ſuch. an Ac- 
tion, God drove him away that Moment 


0 | 11 AQ - ; 


50! 
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p Lie Death of Abel. > 


into the Land of Nod, and put a frightful . 
Mark upon him, ſo that every Body WhO 


ſaw him run away. He was very unhappy 


5 * the reſt of his *, . at laſt . 16. | 
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op here doeh God Ur“ ot. 
A. The chief Seat of God is in Heaven. | 


It is there he ſends the Souls of goo] Peo- 
ple after their Death, and they are happy 

for ever, but he himſelf is every where at 
once. He is here now and knows all we 


are doing, and yet is in every other Place 


we can think of at the ſame Time. And 
as he is all Spirit without any Body, he 
never is hungry or thirſty, nor ever fleeps , 


as we do: fo that there is nothing to take 


off the Attention of God our Creator 
from us that are his Creatures. | 


9, How was God made, and at what : 
Time 2 


A. He was never made, for he was be- 


fore all Time. He made all Things, both 


in Heaven and Earth, and was always as 


de is now. When we go to him after 
Death we ſhall know him as he is, but now 
we are not ale to undorſtand his Nature, 
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4 D 4 * ha Eu had anot he 5 
ſides Cain and Abel, called Sth, and 


ov: alſo 1 other Children. Fo 


Fan 10 00 a great many Children, | 


: And thoſe Children when they grew up to ; 


be Men and Women had ſeveral Children 
of their own, ſo that the W orld became 


full of People. After the Death of their Fa- 


Rain for Toney Ry and Nights, that the 


thers theſe Children grew very wicked, 4 
and God was ſo offended with them that 
35 he reſolved to deſtroy the whole World. 


There he however among them one 
* Man called Noah, "acd God took 


Care he ſhould not ſuffer with the reſt. 
He therefore taught him how to make a 
Sort of large covered Boat, called an Ark, 


and bad him get into it with all his F amily, . 
and take with him all Sorts of Beafts an 


Birds, and then to ſhut himſelf * in it. 


When he had done o, God ſont 0 Seb 5 


Waters | 


| + bt | 

„ De Flag, 37 

Waters toſe u up to the Taps of the fouſes 

—_ of the Trees on the higheſt Moun- 
tains, ſo that the Men, Women and Chil. 
_ dren, were every one of them drowned. 
All this while Noab's Ark Hoated ſafely 
upon the Waters, and no Miſchief beſel 
Him, ſor God was pleaſed with him. At 
laſt the Ark refted upon'a high Mountain, 


' * Which i. is called Mount Ararat, and at the | 


I 


end of ſeven Months the Rain being 
©. gone, God ſent a ſtrong Wind to dry the 
* Ground. Maß then openeda Window and 
let out a Raven; this is a Bird that feeds 


* upon dead Podies, and he found ſo, much : 


to eat that he went back no more. After 
ſeven Days Neath let out a Dove, which is 

2 Bird like a Pigeon, but it flew back to 
him very ſoon, becauſe it could find no dry 
Place to perch upon. In ſeven Days more 
Noah let out the! Dove again, and it came 
back with an Olive Branch in its Bill. 
» Noah knew by this that the Waters were 
R the Earth, and when he 
let out the Bird again, it came back to 
him no more. He ſoon after ventured to 
open the Door and go out with all his Fa- 
. The firſt Thing they did was to 

„ dae doyn and N God, for having 
a * * E | 
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| ne - 2 Hood. i 
ſaved them, as good People always praiſe # 
God for every Thing, becaufe they know 
that all comes from him. God was ſo 
pleaſed with ſeeing Maß thank ful, that he 
bleſſed him and bad him look up and ſee a 
Rain-bow, which he told him was a Tok 
en, that he never would drown the World 
again. Mah lived a great while after this 
with bis Wife, his three Sons and their 1 
Wives and Children. When hegrew very 
old and weak, God Almighty out of his 
great Goodneſs, thought fit that he ſnould 
* 8 be Erb f ens + in Heaven. 


—_— 
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oe What ; is las 1 
A. It is for the Life to 5 « out of odr 
body. The Body is then a Corpſe and is 
buried under Ground, becauſe i it "9 cor- 
rupt and ſtink and be fir for nothing but 
to feed Worms, and will return to Clay 
which i it was firſt made of, till it riſes 
again at the Day of judgment: But as 
for our Soul which 1 is the better Part of 
us, that never dies. They who have been 
good in this Life are permitted to go to- 
Heaven, thro? the Mercies of Chriſt our 
Redeemer, where he receives them after 
ES a 4 "0 "Death, 15 


called the 
Pla - 
"= torments it all Manner of Ways, and 


7 he F. bo | 19 


Death, and where they never feel any 


more Sorrow nor Sickneſs. No body can 
hurt them then, and they will always 
have every good Thing they can deſire. 


As for bad People when they die, God 


gives up their Souls to that evil Spirit 
vil, and he carries it to the 
oe of the damned called Hell, there he 


they are fot ever miſerable. We muſt 


therefore take great Care to pleaſe God, 
vho can do what he pleaſes with us, both 
now and after we are dead. 


2. What is the greateſt Mistortüne 


chat can befal us? 


A. It is to offend or diſpleaſe the great 


E God, who always puniſhes thoſe that are 
wicked. 


9, What i is the greateſt happineſs we 


can enjoy? 


A. It is to be a Favorite of God, 3 


f a loves thoſe that are good and 
bleſſes them. 158 


. 


| 20 "If The Confufion Babel. * 


"CHAP. . 


| The Sinton of * * 


a... 2704 H left three Sons um, Ham, 
d Faphet, and hey ad a great 
many Children, who, after their! F athgrs | 
Wl. | - _. were dead, did many wrong 
Ll 4 They took a Fancygto Sort 01 k 
Wi high Houſe called a Tower, that cold 
reach up above the Clouds: But God ſee- 
ing their Pride confounded them; for he 
| Put it into their Heads to ſpeak one in 
one Language, and one in another, ſo 
that they could not underſtand each other. 
By this Means, when one aſked for Mor- 
tar, the other gave him a Trowel, and 
When another wanted a Ladder, they 
thought he called for Bricks. This put 
them all i in ſuch. Confufion, the Building 
could not go on. So they left Babel, and 
all went and lived in different Places ac- 
cording as they could undegſtand each 
others Language; and to this Day one 
Language is ſpoke in one Country, and 


* ſome other i in the next Country all over 
La Wer | * 


2. What 


. 


at 


The Dirt Y Sodom“ 


. 


2. What! is the moſt e Thing 0 4 
| | Body can do? 9 


A. The moſt boölim 7 ung any Body 


can dg.is to try to follow their on Fancy, 

without knowing whether 1 it is agreeable 

to God; for if it is not agreeable to him, * 

he can and will take Care that it ſhall not : 
roſper. We ſhould therefore try. to.like Yo 
Mt God likes; becauſe it is in vain to 

_ with for any T hing without his liking, ; 

and he kgs! beſt what. is good for us. 


227744 2 8. 2 og 2 Y * Nc e 28. 2 9.x OT 9. 77 | 
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6 H A p. vi. 
* The DeftraQtion of Sodom. 


Sour. Time aer chis there was 2 
very good Man called Abraham, who 


had with him a Nephew, his Brother's 
Son, called Lot; and he was a good 
Man too. So God loved them both, and 
| thoſe he loves he bleſſes. They were 
very rich, had a great many Cattle and 
| Servants. The Place where they lived 
was not quite large enough to hold them 
all, and their Servants began to diſpute 
with each other. Abraham knew it was 
= TI gs | - 2 great | 


— 


F 4s 
LH 
+, "A 


+ ity among Relations; he therefore ſaid 


where vou like beſt, and I will ſtay in 
; *the Land "of Tanaan, or wherev& God 


* wicked; and God intended to puniff 


_ Ing, eſpecially to Strangers. After Din- 
ner the Angels told him what they were, 


mily, telling him they muſt leave it di- 


2 Pillar of Salt. There alſo fell Fire and 


ties, and all the People in them periſhed. 


T he Defrudtion s "i 
p | ye: Sin to diſpute or quarrel, eſpeci- 


TW 


to Lot, we ha better part. Do you go 


"pleaſes. Then Lot left his Uncle and 
Vent to live near Sodom and Gomorrah, | 
The People of thoſe two Cities were wo .| 


them, as he does all wicked People; but 
he ſent two Angels to ſave Lot, When 
ene came to his Houſe, he took them for 
Travellers, and received them very ci- 
villy; for good People are always oblig- 


and that God had ſent them to take him 
out of that wicked Place, him and his Fa- 


realy, and not once look behind. Lot, 
his Wife and his two Daughters ſet out 
that Mement with the Angels; but Lot's 


Wife diſobeyed God and looked behind 
her, and for ſo doing ſhe was turned into 


Brimſtone from Heaven upon Sodom and 
Gomorrah, which deſtroyed thoſe two Ci- 


In 


— 2 — —— — — 


In 


the Land of Mqab, with his two Daugh- 


, the had committed the F ault. 


F 


r 
he mean Time Lot went on ſafely to 


ters, where he lived to a good old Age. 
His Daughter s had Sons r were called , 


na 2 Ta Anmonites. 2 


6.0; Far f. wont | webs ie wol mind- | 


ful of ? 2 5 


"A Never to N nd God com- 


mands, as chat fimple Woman Lot's Wife 


did. She was certainly very forry when 


_ the found herſelf turning into a Pillar of 
Salt, and was loſing her Huſband and all 
ber Friends, but ſhe ought to haye conſi- 


dered that ſooner : It Was too late after 


*% 
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Be 
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The Life of Abraham, 


| 'B RAHAM, after his Nephew Lat 
had left him, lived in the Land of 


' Canaan, with his Wife Sarah, He was ſo 
very good a Man, that God loved him 


Meng : and told him Sarah ſhould 
have 
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was very qe about s fo 


Make 75m, That that Sans 


Children and thofe Ener e 1 bare 


wan ciner Children. 


yy born 
2 owls 


F amily, 4 400 zn that Far ami * 


our Saviour, who 0 
from the Curfe high 8 
obedience Had bro * 
Arafam Ac WE. told t hie 
man. he 455 his * X 
TM Yeats till, 


"by God Al- | 
poo | 


4% Nay that 


what G0 promiſes he always performs in 


own good Time; but Sarah being 4 
8 Tome fretted and ſhewed great 
At laſt three Angels came 
to him an told him Got temembered his 
Promiſe, and Sarah ſhould ſoo? bring him 
a Son. She was behind the Door and 
heard them, and becauſe old Women ſel- 
dom bring forth Children, ſhe did not 
believe God's Word, but laughed at what - 
they ſaid, though ſhe might have remem- 
| bered that God Almighty can do what he 
pleaſes. And he from whom nothing i is 
hid, :aiked her wy the laughed? upon 
which | 
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which ſhe began to be frighted, and faid 
ſhe did not t avgh. 80 ſhe was guilty of 


"x3 
* * 


Ls, the * was not believing God's 
Power. Br 


Soon after ſhe had 4 S800, and he was 


called IJaac. When he was grown a great 
Boy, his Father was very fond of him, 


and very thankful to God for his Goodneſs 


in having beſtowed him, God Almighty 


hid a Mind to ſhew the World, that 4- 
braham loved him as much as he ought: 


For they who love God as much as his 


Goodneſs to us deſerves, ſhould be willing 
to give up their Life, or any thing elſe to 


2 him when he calls for it, God therefore 
bid him take his Son up to a high Moun- 


tain and there ſacrifice him, that is, kill 


him in a certain Manner and burn his dead 
Body. Abraham loved his Son much, but 


he loved God better, and was always ready 


to do whatever would pleaſe him. So 
: without ſaying one Word, though griev- 


ed to the Heart, he directly took the Boy 
with him to the Mountain, and was juſt 


going to ſacrifice him, when God called 


out to him not to do it, for that he only; 
| 77˙’d 
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meant to try him for an Example to others. 
He then came down from the Mountain 
again very joyfully, with his Son, and 
God told Abraham, that fince he had been 
ſo ready to obey him, he ſhould ſee his 
Son married, and have fine Children; 
and that he would bleſs him all Manner 
of Ways. As for Sarah, God Almighty 
did not think fit that ſhe ſhould live to 
ſee her Son married; but after her Death 
Abraham began to think of a Wife for 
Tſaac, He did not like any of the Women 
of that Country, becauſe they were not 
well behaved; fo he ſent an old faithful 
Servant of his into his own Country 
among his Coufins, to get a Wife for his 
Son. When the Servant came near the 
City of Nachor in Meſapotamia, he ſtop- 
ped at a Well, and kneeled down to pray 
for God's Bleſſing, for he knew nothing 
could be done without that. And he 
prayed to God Almighty, to fend to the 
Well the Woman he choſe for his Mafter's 
Son, Tſaac, and that when he aſked her to 
draw Water for him, ſhe might anſwer, 
Iwill give you Water and to your Camels 
too; by which he ſhould know that was 
the Woman God had ſent, God Al- 
by ; mighty 
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mighty heard his Prayer, for ſoon after 


Rebekah, the Couſin of Iſaac came. He 
aſked her for Water, and ſhe ſaid I will 
give you Water, and to your Camels too. 
Then he thanked God that he had found 
the Woman he wanted, and he went with 
her Home to her Father' 8, and aſked his 


_ Conſent to the Marriage, The Father 
conſented, and ſo did ſhe; after a few 


Days he brought her to the Land of Ca- 
naan, when Abraham ſaw her married to 


Jaac, and ſhe made him a very 
Wife. ; 


Abraham lived after that till he had 


ſeen enough of this wicked world, and 


then God Almighty took him to a better 
Place, which is Heaven; where he is 


ſtill and always will be. 


9. What is moſt pleaſing to God? 
A. It is to obey him in all Things, and 
truſt to him in all Things, as good Abra- 


nam did. Sarah did not and ſo the brought 
a great many Vexations upon herſelf, both _ 


before Iſaac was born, and afterwards. 46 


> What! is an Angel? ? 2 | 
D 2 A. They 


28 "The Lit of Itaac. 
A. They are not Men but Spirits, who 

can fly about and take what Shapes they 

_ pleaſe. God made, that is, created them 

por his Service, ſends them on all his 

Meſſages, and employs them whatever 

Way he thinks fit. They are very wie, 

1 good and innocent. 

2. Who is Feſus Chrift, Nd what is 

. | Redeeming us? 

A. That you ſhall know by and by, 


but you muſt learn a little more before 
you can underſtand it. 


| ofpokuohoofooeatorFoctooteoctocFoohortochootcctone 
CHAP. VII. 
The Life of Iſaac. 


II AA and Rebekah had two Sons, the 
1 eldeſt was called Eſau, and the youngeſt - 
1 Jacob. Eſau loved rambling abroad, but 
Wi | Jacob ſtaid at home with his Father and 
Mother. One Day Jarob was making 
ſome Pottage for himſelf when Eſau came 
home from the Fields very hungry, and 
deſired Jasob to give him his Pottage; 
Jacob aſked him if he would give him his 
Bixth-Right for it, and he faid he would. 
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His Birth-Right was his Father's particu- 


lar Bleſſing, which in thoſe Days always 


| belonged to the elder Son; and Eſau was 


ſuch a Glutton as to ſell it for a Meſs of 
Pottage. He eat the Pottage, which was 
the Price of the Bleſſing, and yet after- 
wards he wanted to keep the Bleſſing too. 
This was not honeſt; for when one has 
ſold a Thing, it then belongs to the Per- 
ſon that has bought it. Old J/aac knew 
nothing of that Bargain; ſo when he was 
very old and quite blind, thinking he was * 


going to die, he called his Son Eſau to 
him, and deſired him to go and get him 
Tome Veniſon, and when it was dreſſed, 


to bring it to him for he was very faint, 
And he told him that when he had eat of 


it ke would give him his Bleſſing before 


he died. F/au ſhould then have told his 
Father that he muſt give it to Jacob, for 


it was ſold to him; but inſtead of that he 


ſud nothĩag to any Body, and made haſte 


to get the Veniſon. R:bekah knew all 


that had paſſed, but ſhe thought it Was 


better not to let the old Man know. it, 


becauſe it would grieve him to find that 


his Son Eſau was not honeſt. However, 
ſhe told Jacob of it, and bid him go to his 
B nt. 
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Father before Eſau came home, and take 
ſome Kid with him, and he would think 
it was Eſau with the Veniſon, and would 
bleſs him, and ſo he ſhould get his 
Right: for What we have bought and 
paid for is our Right. Jacob told her he 
was afraid his Father would know him 
when he felt his hands; for Jacob had 
ſmooth Hands, but Eſau's were hairy. 
Rebekah immediately found a Way to pre- 
vent that, for ſhe made him Gloves of the 
Skin of the Kid, with the rough Part- 
outward, and giving him the Kid in a 
Diſh, ſhe ſent him to his Father. When 
Jſaac had felt his rough Hands he thought 
it was Eſa, and gave him his Bleſſing 
according to the Will of God, who " 
choſen Facob before 9 5 


—_—. 


os Did Rebetek do well to teach her 
Son Jacob to deceive his Father? 
A. Todeceive any Body is to hide the | 
Truth when you are aſked it, or to tell 
them what is not true. This is a very 
great Fault, but eſpecially in a Wife to 
her Huſband, or in a Son to his Parent; 
but Rebekah did not deceive her Huſband, 

| Nor 


The Life of Jacob. - "of 
nor Jacob his Father; they only kept 
from his Knowledge what they knew it 
would vex him to hear: And it was no 
Lie to tell him that Jacob was E/au his 
eldeſt Son; becauſe Eſau having fold 
to him the Right of Elderſhip, Jacob 
then was the elder Son: Therefore, if 
Rebekah had ſtood by and let Eſau ſteal 
back the Birth-right he had fold, the 
would have been a very bad Woman : But, 


on the contrary, ſhe contrived prudently 


to ſee Juſtice done on all Sides, without 


diſturbing the Peace of the TOO] 


We ought never to tell Tales, nor dif- by 


cover the Faults of others for the ſake of 
© prating, becauſe that brings on Quarrels, 
and does Miſchief; but, when we ſee one 
Body trying to do another any Harm we 
thould hinder them if we can. 


e 


.-C H AP. IX. 
The Liſe of Jacob. 


Wa EN Eſau came home with the 
Veniſon, and had prepared it for 
his F ather, he brought it to him, but his 

F ather 


0 
| 
| 
| 
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Father was much ſurpriſed, and told him 
he had been with him already, and had 


got his Blefling, and aſked him why he 
eame for it again, Then Fſau knew that 


Jacob had been before-hand with him; 
and though he could not but feel it was 
juſt for a Man to take his own when he 
can, and the Bleſſing was Jacob's own by 
Purchaſe, yet Eſau was ſo unreaſonable as 


to be very angry, and he ſwore that when 


his Father was dead he would kill Jacob. 


4 When Rebekah heard that, ſhe adviſed 
Jacob to go away, for fear Eſau ſhould be 


tempted to do like Cain, that murdered 


his Brother, J/aac gave Jacob leave to 
go, and defired he would take a Wife 


among his own Relations, as he himſelf 
had done. So Jacob went to his Mother's 


Brother Laban, who lived in the ſame 


Place that Abraham's Servant had taken 


Rebekah from, when he brought her to 
| Jjage. : 


Facob travelled on till it was dark, then 
he lay down ina Field, and ſet his Head 
upon a Stone for a Pillow, and fell aſleep. 
He dreamed that he ſaw a great Ladder, 
the Top of it reaching to the Heavens, 
5 and 
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5 and the Angels of God aſcending and de- 
ſcending, that is, going up and down. 
He dreamed alſo that God Almighty call- 
ed to him from the Top of it, and told him 
he was the God of Abraham and of Iſaac, 
and that he would bleſs him too, and he 
ſhould have ſo many Children, that they 
and their Children ſhould be like the 
Stars in the Heavens, or like Grains 
of Sand, that are ſo many they cannot 
be numbered. 


T he next Morning after Jacob had 
praiſed God, as all good People do Night 
and Morning, he went on his Journey 
till he came to the Well where Abraham's 
Servant met his Mother Rebekah. Soon 
after he had ſtopped there, he ſaw a Girl 
called Rachel, Reb: ka/'s Brother Laban's 
Daughter, coming with a Pitcher to draw 
Water: Jacob, who was a very, civil 

young Man, ran an drew the Water for 
her: Then he told her he was her Couſin, 
and went Home with her to Laban his 
Uncle. Laban was very glad to ſee his 


Sitter Rebe kah's Son, and deſired Facob to 


ftay and live with him. Soon after Facch 
delired Laban to let him marry Rachel; 


B 5 and 
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and Laban told him he ſhould have her 
if he would ſerve him ſeven Years. Jacob 
agreed to it ; but at the End of the ſeyen 
Years, Laban was ſo bad a Man, that he 
broke his Promiſe, and, inſtead of Rachel, 
he gave him his eldeft Daughter Leah, 
for a Wife. Jacob was very ſorry, becauſe 
he did not love Leah fo well as Rachel, 
and he aſked Laban how he could ſerve 
him ſo. Laban ſaid, he only did it becauſe 
it was the Cuſtom of that Country to 
marry the eldeſt Daughter firſt, but if he 
would ſerve him ſeven Years more he 
ſhould have Rachel too. In thoſe Days 


God Almighty allowed Men to have more 


Wives than one, though he does not allow 
it now. What God does is always for the 
beſt, as he is wiſer than any Body. As 
for Jacob, he was ſo deſirous to marry 
Rachel, that he conſented to every Thing; 
and he got her for ſeven Years Service | 
more. Jacob lived a long while with his 
Father-in-law Laban, and behaved ſo well 
that God proſpered every Thing he under- 
took. He alſo bleſſed him with ſeveral 
Children, twelve Sons and one Daughter, - 
called Dinah; but there was only two of 
the Sons that belonged to Rachel, and 


their 
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their Names were Foſeph and Benjamin. 
At laſt Jacob finding his Family ſo large, 
had a Mind to leave Laban, and go Home 
to his own Country and his Father's 
Houſe. But Laban was a ſelfiſh Man, he 
thought of nothing but his own Intereſt ; 
ſo becauſe Facob was very uſeful to him, 
he did-not care to part with him, and 
wanted that he ſhould remain his Servant 
all his Life, However, God isalways the 
Friend of the oppreſſed ; that is, of thoſe 
People who are not well uſed, and fo he 
was on the Side of Jacob. He would 
not ſuffer Laban to uſe him ill, but 
thought fit that he ſhould go away, and 
Facob went. He took with him his Wives 
and Children, his Seryants, his Cattle 
and all his Goods, EN 


When they had gone a Part of the Way, 
ſome of his Servants who went on before, 
came running back to him, and told him 
they ſaw his Brother Eſau coming, and 
ſeveral People with him. Then Jacob 
was fadly frighted, and did not know | 
what to do, for he dreaded ſome Harm 
to his tender Family; but wife People 


always pray to God when they are in 


B 6- Trouble 
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Trouble, and he relieves them. Jacob 
therefore prayed fervently, and God put 
it in his Head what to do. He picked 
out ſome of the fineſt of his Cattle, and 
of all the beſt Things he had, and ſent 
them on before him, deſiring his Servants, 
when Eſau aſked him whoſe they were, 
toſay they belonged to their Maſter Jacob, 
and that he ſent them as a Preſent to his 
Brother Eſau, A ſoft Anſwer turneth 
away Wrath. Eſau was ſo moved at 
Jacob's mild and obliging Behaviour, that 
it drove away all his Anger, and when 
Jacob came near and kneeled down to 
him, Eſau took him up and kiſſed him, 


and they were very good Friends, This 


made Jacob very happy, for a good na- 
tured Man loves Peace and good Humour, 
and hates to quarrel with any Body. 
Then Eſau went and lived in Mount Scir, 
and Jacob travelled towards the Land of 
Canaan, where Abraham and Iſaac had 
lived. In his Way there, he ſtopped at 
a Place called Sichem, to reſt his Family. 
Then his Daughter Dinah took it into her 
Head to go and viſit the Girls of that 
Country; and when ſhe was abroad, one 

of the young Men of the Place, Son to 


the 
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the King, took hold of her and ran away 
with her. When her Brothers heard of it, 

they ran after him and his Companions; 
they fought, and there were ſeveral Peo- 
ple killed. All which miſchief Dinah 
was the Cauſe of, becauſe the did not ſtay 
at Home, as ſober modeſt Girls ali do. 
And it grieved poor Jacob very much to 
ſee how many had loſt their Lives by this 


Accident. Aan he went on his 


Journey, and came to the Land of Ca- 


naan; but poor Rachel died by the Way, 


and he buried her. About this Time 
God Almighty was pleaſed to ſignify to 
Facob by an Angel, that he ſhould take 
the Rogen of e 


—_—_— 
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2. Does God allow ſuch near Rela- 
tions as Brothers and Siſters, or Brothers 
and Siſters in Law, or Uncles and Nieces, 
or Aunts and pp bows to marry one an- 
other ? 

A. He did allow it in thoſe Times for 


ſome good Reaſons, but now he allows no 
Relations, except Coutins, to marry each 


other. 


There 
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There was no Harm therefore in ſuch 
Marriages at that Time, but it would be 


a very great Sin now, and is called the 
Sin of Inceſt, 


CHAP. x, 
The Story of Foſeph. 


; 74 COB was much grieved Fe his 
Wife Rachel, and he was fonder of 
Jaſepl than ot his other Children, becauſe 
he was her eldeſt Son, and was a very 
good Boy. But his Brothers hated him, 
and were very jealous of him, becauſe 
their Father loved him ſo much: For bad 
People oſten hate good People out of Jea- 
louſy; and are ſpiteful to them, and try 
to hurt them, but God is their Friend, 
and defends them from all Miſchief, and 
never forſakes them, as you will ſee by 
the Story of Foſeph, The young Man 
dreamed one Night that he was in the 
Fields with his Brothers binding Sheaves 
of Corn, and that his Sheaf ſtood upright, * 
and their Sheaves bowed down to it. 
Foſeph very innocently told his Brothe: s 
this 
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this Dream, and another Dream that was 
like it; but they were quite angry when 


they heard them, and reſolved to get rid 
of him at any Rate. 


One Day they being out in the Fields, 
a great Way from Home, taking Care of 
the Flock, Jacob ſent Joſeph to them to 
bring him Word how they did. When 
they ſaw him coming, they cried out, 
Here is the Dreamer, let us kill him. 
But Reuben, the elder Brother ſaid, No, 
we will not ſtain our Hands with a Bro- 
ther's Blocd ; but we will ſtrip him and 
throw him intoa Pit. After they had done 
it, ſome Merchants that were going into 
Egypt, paſted by, and the Brothers drag- 
ged him out of the Pit and fold him to 
them. Then they killed a Kid and dip- 
ped Fyſeph's Cloaths in the Blood, and 
brought them to poor old Jacob, and 
made him believe that a wild Beaſt had 
| devoured Foſeþh, that is, had eaten him 
up. Jacob was in the greateſt grief that 
could be for the Loſs of ſo good a Child, 
and his wicked Sons were ſo hard- hearted 
as to ſee him ſuffer, and yet not make his 
Mind eaſter, by telling him the Truth. 
8 But 
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But God Almighty directs every Thing 


for the beſt, and his holy Spirit went 
with Joſeph into the Land of Egypt; fo 


that though he was among Strangers, he 
was not friendleſs. The Merchants ſold 
him to one Potiþhar ; and he ſerved him 


ſome Time, and behaved ſo well, that 


Potiphar had a great Regard for him. 


ut Potiphar's Wife was a very bad Wo- 
man, and wanted to perſuade Foſeþh to 


be bad too: However he was tco wile 


and good to yield, that is, to give Way 
to Temptation; ſo then out of Spite and 


Malice, the told a Lie of him to her 


Huſband; and Potiphar believing all ſhe 
ſaid, was fo angry with poor 70% , that 
he ſent him to Priſon. Joſeph was always 
mild and patient and civil, which made 
every Body love him wherever he went; 
and the Jailor, that is, the Keeper of the 


Priſon, grew ſo fond of him, he did not 


put him in Irons, or faſten him with 
Chains, like the other Priſoners, nor keep 
him in one Room, but let him go about 
the Houſe. There were in the ſame Pri- 
ſon two other Priſoners; the chief Baker 
of King Pharaoh and his chief Butler, 
whom they call his Cup-Bearer, The 


chief 
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chief Baker dreamed he had three Baſkets 
upon his Head, full of baked Meats for 
the King's Table, and that the Birds of 
the Air came and devoured them. As 
for the Butler, he dreamt that he held 
three Branches of a Vine Tree in his 
Hand, that they were full of Grapes, and 
that he ſqueezed them into a Cup, for 
Wine to ſerve yp at the King's Table. 
They were both very uneaſy to know what 
theſe Dreams could mean; and Foſeph 
ſaw, by their Countenances, that they 
were troubled : He aſked them what ailed 
them, and they told him what ſtrange 
Dreams they had dreamt, and that they 5 
wiſhed to > know the Meaning of them. _ 


Dreams very ſeldom have any Meanin g 
at all, and it is foolith to be concerned 
about them; for when People ſleep badly, 
their Heads are diſturbed, and rambling 
Thoughts paſs through their Minds. But 
as for thoſe two Dreams, God ANT 
directed them on purpoſe, for wiſe 
ſons of his own, as we ſhall ſee by of 
by. He alſo put it into Focþh's Head ta 
explain thoſe Dreams to them; So he 
told the Baker that his Dream ſignified 

7 that 
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that in three Days Pharaoh would order 
him to be hanged; but as to the Cup- 
Bearer, he told him he would, in three 
Days, fill out Wine to the King; and 
then he begged he would ſpeak for him, 
that he might be let out of Priſon, The 
Cup-Bearer promiſed him fair; but when 
he got out on the third Day, his Joy 
made him ſo ungrateful that he forgot 


poor Fo/eph, who remained in Priſon two 
Years longer. 


At the End of that Time God ſent a 
ſtrange Dream to King Pharaoh, who 
wanted to have it interpreted or explain - 
ed, and none of the wiſe People of that 
Country could underſtand it, becauſe God 
had not revealed, that is, made it known 
to them; for we know opting but what 
God makes us underſtand, 


80 then the chief Butler thought of Fo- 
ſeph, and told the King of him; and the 


King ſent for him out of Priſon, and ſaid 


to him, I hear that God has taught you 
to explain Dreams. I have had a ſtrange 


one that I wiſh to know the Meaning of. 


1 thought I ſaw ſeven fat Oxen come out | 
© : "of 
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of a River, and ſeven lean ones come af- 
ter them, who eat up the fat ones. Then 
Foſepli told him the ſeven fat Oxen were 
ſeven Years of great Plenty, and after 
them would come ſeven Years of Famine, 
that is, the Weather would be ſo bad 
that. the Corn would be all ſpoiled, 
and there would be none to make Bread 
for ſeyen Years; and this was the Mean- 
ing of the ſeven lean Oxen that devoured 
the fat Ones. Then Pharaoh ſaid to him, 
what ſhall I do when the Famine comes, 
to find Bread for my People? Upon his 
ſaying this, Foſeph adviſed him, when the 
ſeven Years of great Plenty came, to 
build Granaries or Store-Houſes, and lay 
up a great deal of Corn in them, ſo that, 
in the Time of Famine, the King might 
ſell the Corn to the People for Money, 
and they would have Bread enough. 
When the King found that God had made 
Foſeph ſo wiſe, he ſet him over every 
Body, and commanded all the People to 
| obey him. Foſeph, who was then become 
a great Man, took Care in the ſeven 
Years of Plenty, to build Granaries and 
provide Corn ſufficient to feed the People 
| when the Famine came; and the King 


had | 
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had ſuch Dependance on him that when 


any Body came to him about any Buſi- 
neſs, he ſent them all to Toſephesy” The 
Famine was all over Egypt, and in the 


Land of Canaan, where old Jacob lived. 
He was told there was Bread in Egypt, 


but little thought his Son Foſeph had the 
diſpoſing of it. However, he ſent all his 
other Sons, except Benjamin, into Egypt, 


with Money to buy Corn for Bread. 
When they were brought before Foſeþh, 
they did not know him, but he knew 


them, and he afked them if their Father 


Vas alive, and if they had any more Bro- 
thers. They told him they never had 


but two more; one called Foſcþh, who 


had been deyoured by wild Beaſts, and 
the other called Benjamin, was at Home 


with their Father. Then Fo/eph ordered 


their Sacks to be filled with Corn, and 


bid his Servants put in the Money too, 
which they had brought to pay for it. 
When they were going away he told them 


that when they wanted more they muſt 


bring Benjamin with them or they ſhould 
have none, and he kept Simeon, one of 
the Brothers, to make ſure of their com- 


ing back. They were all much ſurprized 
and 


* 
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and fadly frigbted at this, and much 
more when they went Home and ſound 


the Money with the Corn in their Sacks, + 


Jacob ſaid, that might be a Miſtake of 
the Servants, but bid them remember to 
carry it back, when they went again; for 
an honeſt Man would not cheat another, 
though he was ſure of being never found 
out, becauſe God ſees all we do, and 
never fails to puniſh us one Time or other. 
At laſt when the Corn was all eat up, 
Jacob deſired his Sons to go and buy 
more. This made them very uneaſy, for 
they durſt not go without Benjamin, and 
they knew it would grieve Jacob to part 
with him. At laſt they ventured to put 
him in Mind, that the great Man who 
ſold them the Corn, ſaid they ſhould have 
no more unleſs Benjamin came with them. 
When poor Facob heard this, he cried, 
and ſaid, he was already deprived of two 
of his Sons, Foſeph and Simeon, and if 
he loſt Benjamin too, it would break his 
Heart, Then Fudah}, the eldeſt Son, beg- 
ged he would not be uneaſy, and promiſed 
to take all the Care he could of the Boy, 
and all the others ſaid the ſame. So Jacob 
gave them Money to buy more Wheat, 


and 


. 
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and did not forget to ſend back the other 
Money that was the Price of the Corn 
they had bought before. He then ſuffer⸗ 
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ed Benjamin to go with them, and prayed 
WO to God to bleſs them all, 


When they came to Egypt, they. were 
brought directly to Foſeph, who when he 


ſaw his Brother Benjamin, his Mother 


Rachel's Child, he was ſo moved he could 


not help crying with Joy, and turned 
away, that they ſhould not ſee him, He 
then invited them to Dinner, and put five 
Times more Meat upon Benjamin's Plate 
than upon the others, which they all won- 


dered at. When they took leave, he 


privately ordered his Servants, after they 
had filled their Sacks with Corn, to put 
his Gold Cup into the Mouth of Benjamin's 
Sack. He allo deſired them to follow his 


Brothers, and aſk them how they could 
be ſo ungrateful to their Maſter, who had 


been ſo civil to them, and why they ſtole 


his gold Cup, and were carrying it away. 
They all ſaid, indeed they had not ſtole 


any Thing; all their Sacks might be 
opened, and if it was found among them, 


they were willing to go to Priſon, So 


all 
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all-the Sacks were opened, and it was 
found in Benjamin's Sack, Poor Benjamin 
who knew nothing of the Matter, was 
very much aſhamed, and grieved when 
he ſaw it, and the Servants ſaid, he muſt 
go directly to Priſon. Then all his Bro- 
thers went back with him to beg him off: 
For they were not wicked now, as they 
had been when they ſold Foſeph, but were 
grown very good, and had rather have 
gone to Priſon themſelves than leave 
Benjamin behind; becauſe it would grieve 
their Father to loſe him. So they went 
back lamenting, and when they came to 
Foſeph, they kneeled down before him; 
and Judah begged he would put him in 
Priſon inſtead of Benjamin, and let the 
Boy go back to his old Father; but Foſeph 
pretended to be very angry, and ſaid he 
would not let him go. This gave all the 


Brothers the greateſt Concern that could 


be, and they ſaid to one another, God 
Almighty has ſent this Affliction to puniſh 
us for having ſold our Brother Foſeph, 
Then Foſeþh was ſo moved at finding they 
were penitent, that is, ſorry for their paſt 
Fault, he could hold out no longer, but 
threw his Arms about their Necks, and 
ſiaid, 


8 
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ſaid, I am your Brother . God, 


who orders every Thing for the beſt, ſent 


me here before you, that you might have 


Bread in the Time of Famine. They all 
cried with Joy and praiſed Gol, Then 


he defired them to go back to Canaan, 
and tell their Father that Joſeph was alive, 
and in Favour of God and Man; and 
that he muſt come down to Egypt, with 


| his whole Family, where they ſhould all 
] be taken Care olf. 


When Facob heard the "fol N News he 


made haſte to go and ſee his Son; and as 
ſoon as King Pharaoh heard that Joſeph's 
Father was come, he ſent for him, and 
ſpoke very civilly to him, and gave him 
a Place to live in, called, the Land of 


9 950 = 
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2. 1 Does God puniſh wicked People the 


Minute they commit a Fault? 


_ A. He is ſure to puniſh them one Time 


or other. Sometimes it is that Moment, 
like Lot's Wife, but, very often not till 


a good while after, and ſometimes he 


IP 4 not puniſh us till after we are dead, 


28 
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xs ſeems to have been the Caſe of Poti- 
phar's Wife. And this is the worſt of all, 
for then he gives up our Souls to the 
Devil, who will torment us without 
Mercy, and without End. OT ONT: 

9. Does God ever forgive People that 
have done ill? 

Ai. Never, if they do not repent, 

9. What is repenting? 

A. It is acknowledging, that is, con- 
felling our Faults, and being very ſorry 
for them, praying earneſtly to God to 
forgive us, and if we have done Harm to 
any Body, making it up to them every 
Way in our Power ; and taking Care 
never to offend again. This is true Re- 
pentance, or Penitence ; but if we are 
penitent to Day, and Sia again to Mor- 

row, our Penitence is of no Uſe. No- 

thing but growing very good, can make. 
up for our paſt Sins, 
21. What is Sin? . 

A. It is doing any Thing that God does 
not like, and he does not like any Thing 
that can hurt ourſelves or other People; 
or that ſhows Diſreſpect to him. He has 
commanded us never to tell a Lie, or do 
any Sort of Miſchief; to be very modeſt 
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and civil, and to do every Thing we are 


bid by thoſe who are-ſet oyer us, if it is 


rot contrary to the Commands of God. 
Then they will love us, and God will love 


us too, and we ſhall be happy in this 
World and in the next. 


You ſee that the Brothers of Toſeph, 
who had been ſo cruel and wicked to- 
wards him, were afterwards very ſorry 
for it, and repented heartily ; and when 
God foun i they were. become very good, 
he forgave them, and bleſſed them, and 


they were very happy. Joſepli forgave 


them too; for good People are always 


ready to forgive offences, as God i 1s ready £ 


to forgive us. 


9. What were the Names of Facod's 
twelve Sons ? 


A. Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan, 


| Natthali, Gad, Aſher, Henker, Zebulun, 
7o; T and Benjamin *, 


* Here teach the Lord's Prayer, and explain it ac- 


cording to all the foregoing Hiſtory and Doctrine. 
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50 CHAP, XI. 


The Birth of Whſes, and the Plagues of 
60 boy Obe 


F400 C OB lived to be a very. old Man, 
and faw a great many of his Children's 
Children. His Sons after his Death had 
ſeveral more Children, and then they died. 
And they left ſo many behind them that 
they were like the Stars in the Sky, ot 
the Grains of Sand upon the Sea Shore, 
which cannot be numbered, they are ſo 
many. They were called the Children of 


Ire el or Iſraclites, becauſe of Facob hav- 8 


ing been Sirnamed Iſracl. A great while 
after Foſeph was dead and Pharaoh the 
King was dead, there came another King 
Pharaoh in his Place, who never knew 
 Fſeph. He was a very bad Man, he 
| hearkened to the evil Spirit more than to 
God, and uſed the Hebrews very ill. He 
made them labour very hard in hopes it 
would kill them, but when he found that 
would not do, he ordered his Servants 
Whenever a Hebrew Woman was brought 
to bed of a Son to take the Child and de- 
e it. There was a Hebrew Woman 
0 5 called 
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called Fochabed who was delivered of a 
Son. The poor Woman being very de- 
firous to ſave him, but afraid of the King's 
Anger, put him in a Baſket and carried it 
to the River Nile, and ſet it among the 
Ruſhes, then went a little Way off and 
left her Daughter Miriam to ſee what 
would e of it. 


Soon W King's Daughter game 
with her Maids to bathe in the River, and 
when ſhe heard the Child cry, ſhe pitied 
him, and ſaid ſhe would take Care of 
bim. Then little Miriam was ſent to look 
for a Nurſe, and ſhe brought Fochabed. 


So the Child was nurſed by its own Mo- 


ther ; and when he was nurſed ſhe brought 
him back to Pharaoh's Daughter, and the 
King's Daughter called him Moſes, and | 
gave him a very good Education. 


- After he was grown up to be a Man, he 
one Day ſaw an Egyptian, that is a Man 
of the Kingdom of Egypt, uſing a Hebrew 
very ill; Moſes was provoked to ſee his 
Countryman oppreſſed, and firuck the 
Egyptian, who fell down and died. Then 
Maſes was afraid the King would put him 

3 to 
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to Death, ſo he ran away to the Land of 
Midian, The Prieſt or Miniſter of that 


St. Country was called Jethro; he married his 


Daughter to Moſes, and let him live with 
him and take Care of his Sheep. One Day 
as Moſes was in the Fields feeding his Fa- 
ther- in- law's Flocks, he ſaw a Buſh flam- 
ing with Fire, and yet the Buſh was not 
burnt, that is was not conſumed by the 
Fire. He thought this very ſtrange, and 
drew near to ſee how it could be, when a 
Voice called out of it and ſaid, I am the 
God of Abraham, the God of Tſaac, and 
the God of Jacob, take off your Shoes for 
the Place you ſtand upon is Holy Ground. 
I have ſeen the Oppreſſion of my People, 
and I will ſend you to the King of Egypt, 
to command him to let my People go 
back to the Land of Canaan from whence 
they came. Moſes was the meekeſt Man 
in the World. He was ſtruck with Re- 
verence and Awe, He fell upon the 
Ground and. faid, He feared Pharaoh 
would not mind what ſo poor a Man as 
he ſhould, ſay; but God anſwered, that 
he would make Pharaoh mind him, and 
that Moſes's Brother Aaron ſhould meet 
him on the Way and go with him. 

C 3 After 


4 Of the Plagues of Egypt. 
After this God bid Moſes throw his Stick 


or Wand upon the Ground, and when he 


had done ſo it turned into a Serpent. 
Maſes was ſo ftartled at this he ran away, 


but God called him back and defired him 
not to be afraid, but to take hold of the 


Serpent by the Tail, which when he did, 


it immediately turned into a Wand again. 


EM KEM 
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of the Plagues of Loft. 


2 0 ES then in Obedience to the 
Command of God went into Egypt 
with Aaron his Brother, and when they ſaw 


Pharaoh they told him, that God had ſent 
them to defire he would let the Hebrews I 
go. But the King was ſo wicked as only 
to laugh at what they ſaid; and God to 
_ puniſh him, as alſo to ſhew his own Power, 
turned all their Waters into Blood, and all 


the Fiſh died. This ſoon humbled Pha- 


 rach, and he begged of Mhſes to pray to 


God to cure the Waters. Moſes did pray, 


and they were cured, and yet he would 
ny erk let the People of Iſrael 80. Then God 


ſent 
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ſent a great Quantity of Frogs to torment 
him. They over-ran all the Country, 
and hopped about in the very Rooms 
where the King lived. Then he begged 
of Myſes to pray to God to deliver him 
from them, and he promiſed to let the 
Hebreus go. Immediately Moſes prayed, 
and God was pleaſed to ſend them away; 
but when they were gone, the King till 
refuſed to keep his Promiſe. As God 
Almighty can never be at a Loſs how to 
puniſh perverſe and obſtinate People, he 
ſent ſuch a Number of Lice, that the 

very Duſt ſeemed to be all turned into 

Lice, and they crawled about them and 
gave them no reſt, Then the King ap- 
plied again to Moſes, and they were ſent 

away, but ſtill his Heart was hardened. 
Afterwards God ſent ſuch Swarms of Flies, 
they looked at a diſtance like black 

Clouds, and buzzed about them ſo into- 
lerably they were not able to bear it. 
Upon which the King again deſired Moſes 

to pray for him; Moſes did, and imme- 

_ diately the Flies were removed. But ſtill 

Pharaoh's Heart was hardened, and he 
would not let the Children of Iſrael go. 

So then God ſent a Sickneſs. among che a, 
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Cattle, that they almoſt all died; and 
when that would not do, he ſent ſuch 
Sickneſs among the People, that they 
were all covered with Sores and Boils and 
Ulcers. After that he ſent Storms of Hail 
which killed all thoſe it fell upon, beat 

down the Roofs of the Houſes and de- 
ſtroyed all the Buildings, yet till Pha- 
raob's Heart was hardened, and he would 
not let the Children of 1ſrae! go. So then 

God fent a ſtrong Wind, that brought 
with it a Number of Locuſts, which eat 
up all the Fruits of the Earth, and every 
1hirg that grows for the Uſe of Man and 
Beaſt. But ftill Pharaoh was only frighted 
ſor the Time, and as ſoon as the Plague 
was gone he forgot the Goodneſs of God 
in hearing his Prayers, and alſo forgot 

the Power of God to ſend a worſe Plague, 
if be provoked him. Wicked People are 
always fooliſh, If he had had any ſenſe at 
all, he would have conſidered, that what 
God had done once he could do again, or 
a great deal worſe if he pleaſed, and that 
there is no eſcaping him. At laſt, how- 
ever, God Almighty obliged Pharaoh to 
- ſubmit to him. He ſent an Angel to 
Tory Houſe commanding him to kill the 
Firſt- 


| 
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Firſt-born, that is, the eldeſt Child in 
every Family, except among the Iſraelites, 
none of their Firſt-born died. When Pha- 
raoh had loſt his own Firſt- born, he found 
God was not to be reſiſted, and ſo at laſt 
he let the Children of Jſrael go. And 

the Eryþtians were ſo glad of it, becauſe 


of the Plagues God had ſent upon their 


Account, that they let them have a great 
deal of Gold and Silver, and ſeveral Ear- 
rings and Bracelets to carry away, So 

they went away very rich; and as they 
_ travelled along the Spirit of God went be- 
fore. them by Day in a Cloud, and by 
Night in a Pillar of Fire. At laſt they 
came to the Red Sen, but before they got 

there Pharaoh was grown wicked again, 
and repented that he had let them go. 
So he called together his Army and fol- 


| lowed them. Then the L/raelites ſaw no: 


thing but the Red Sea before them, and 
the wicked King and his Army behind 
them. They were ſo terrified they were 
ready to die with Fear, for they forgot 
that the Almighty was their Friend. 
Aoſes prayed to God, and he immedi- 
ately bid him ſtrike the Sea with his 
Wand, which when he had done the Wa- 
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ters divided on both Sides, and there was 
a Path between for them to walk through. 


Aſter they had paſſed over to the other 
Side, Pharaoh thought to follow them 


the ſame Way with his Army, but the 
Waters cloſed over them and they were 
all drowned. 


When the I/razlites ſaw this they praiſed 
God, and Moſes made a fine Pſalm of 


Thankſgiving, which they all ſung, and 
they danced and were very joyful *. 


c 1 A p. ill. 
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PHE fooliſh Iſraelites ſoon forgot 8 ; 


great Deliverance, and the wonder» 


| ful dad of God. For finding there 
was no Water in that Place they began to 
Murmur againſt Moſes for having brought 
them there. However, though they little 


deſerved it, God commanded Moſes to 


firike a Rock with his Wand, and then 


MP _ it will be proper to teach them that Song 


Wate 1 


59 
Water flowed out of it: God alſo was 
ſo good to them that he rained from the 
Clouds a Sort of Grain which made ſweet 

' Cakes called Manna, and for Variety 


ſent them ſome very good Birds to eat, 
gane Quails. 


As they travelled along they met with 
& King called Amalek, who came out 
againſt them With a great Army; but 
God gave the Tſraelites Power over their 
Enemies, and they got the better of them 
and vanquiſhed them, that 1 1s, beat them 
in Battle. & hon 1 


One Day God Almighty called Moſes 


up to a high Mountain, called Mount 


Sinai, and covered him with a Cloud from 
the Sight of the People. Then God was 
pleaſed to reveal his Will to him, and 
gave him ten Commandments wrote upon 
two Tables of Stone, that he might teach 
them to the People. Theſe are the ten 
Commandments which are read every 
Sunday at Church, and which we muſt all 
learn and obſerve, becauſe they were 
given by God Almighty himſelf, and they 
teach us our Duty to him and to all the 
C.6. World, 


* — 6 


— 
* . * . - I” TIO ONE 0 — — — — - - — 0 — > — - - * 
: . Coe Rt on — FS — - —_— — ——— : . 
- TY . ay gen one ropes . — on : - P = _ Po — — — — = * — — = — 8 r _ — — 
2 2 . — — 5 PREY = ARC . 7 — — — = 2 2 — => — na * — * 
* —— w_ — = — > 27 —— — — 4 — — r 3 > . = — * 1 — 
— — — — 5 , . — — — p » F _ 3—— — x — =. - — " — — 
— 2 7 © Ho 4 — ” , — 2 — — * I — _ ä — : k 
pgs: — — —— 2 — — - . — — 5 — — . : - a . ; - 
2 — — — — - — — "x TI * 2 — FR PITTS — 8 a — i — 
: — - . : _ . 7 RS 3 6 * — 2: — — ID." — * 
— 8 8 = r . ͤ IE Se ² RIES e * oy _—_ ——— —— 48 —— = ” — — g 
— : - 2 — Bree, nee N nA SS SS — => 2 r - - | 
— . oo ee ig 3; * 
yo 
- 
* * 
* : 1 * 
— = ——— i aun a 
o * * 
— 18 


d The wandering in the Deſart. 


World. By the firſt, ſecond, third and 
fourth, we learn, that there is no God but 
one, and that we ſhould fear and love him 


above all Things, becauſe he made us, 
and can deftroy us in a Moment, We learn 
by the fifth, to be dutiful to our Parents, 
and thoſe that are ſet over us in their 


Place, and by the ſixth, ſeventh, eighth, 
' ninth and tenth, we are taught neither to 

murder, fteal, nor do any Manner of 
wrong. Not to ſpeak ill of any Body, 
or even to covet, that is, to wiſh for any 


Thing that belongs to another. Becauſe, 
as God Almighty ſees our Thoughts, hs 


will puniſh wicked Thoughts, as well as 


wicked Words, or wicked Doings *. 
Moſes v was forty Days and forty Nights 5 


at the top of Mount Sinai, learning all theſe 


and many more wiſe and good Things 


from God. But in the mean Time the 


ungrateful Jraelites grew tired of waiting 
for him. In their Impatience they ſup- 


poſed he would never come back, and ſo 
deſired Aaron the Brother of Moſes to 


make a God for them, that they might 


This is the Time I would adviſe the reaching be 


| Commandments, = 


worſhip 
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worſhip, that is, pray to it. Aaron was 
grieved to hear them talk ſo wickedly, 


and ſo ſimply, but was ſuch a Coward he 
feared they would kill him if he reſuſed 


them. Therefore he took the Gold and 


Silver which the Egyptians had given them. 


He melted it over the Fire, and made an 
Image of it in the Shape of a Calf, and a 
great many of them worſhipped it, like 


their Neighbours the Heathens, whom God 


had reſolved to deſtroy for their Idolatry, 


While they were ſo doing, Moſes came 
down from the Mountain, and when he 


ſaw what they were about, he was ſo pro- 


voked that the Tables fell out of his Hand 


and were. broke to Pieces. And God was 


ſo offended at their Wickedneſs, that he 
commanded Moſes to draw his Sword and 
kill ſeveral who were guilty of Idolatry, 
that is, of worſhipping the Idol or Image. 


There were twelve thouſand killed that 


Day, and he made thoſe that were left 
wander about for forty Years in that 


Place, which was called a Defart or Wil- 


derneſs *, before they were permitted to 
: $9 into the promiſed Land, as a Puniſh- 


* Here i it will not be amiſs to FRAY them the 95th 
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ment for their Stubbornneſs. God alſo 
thought fit to puniſh ſeveral other bad 
Things, that ſome of them were guilty of. 


Ever fince the Fall of Man, God had 


been pleaſed to command us to build a 
Sort of Table with Stones ſet over one an- 
other, or in any other Faſhion, This Ta- 
ble was called an Altar, and upon that 
Altar he bid them lay a Lamb, or a Dove, 


or ſome other Thing, and whatever was 


laid up n the Altar with Wood under it, 


was called the Sacrifice, becauſe it was ſa- 


crificed, that is offered to God. And when 


God was pleaſed with thoſe who offered it, 


he ſent down Fire from Heaven to burn 
or conſume the Sacrifice, as a Token that 
he accepted of it, and he forbad that any 


common Fire ſhould ever be put to it. 


But one Day two very bold young Men, 
Nadab and Abihu, had the Aſſurance to 


difobey, and to put common Fire upon 


Ss + 


the Altar to burn the Sacrifice; but God 


' ſoon puniſhed their Preſumption by ſend- 
ing Fire from Heaven, which burnt them. 


up, and no Body could fave e 


Another Time there was a Man who 
was 1 by the evi! Spirit, to ſpeak 
againſt.. 
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againſt God, his Maker; and this great 
Sin, 1s called Blaſphemy. And God Al- 
mighty commanded thut every one ſhould 
throw Stones upon the Blaſphemer till he 
was cruſhed to Death, and it was accord- 


ingly done. 


Even Moſes, who was ſo good a Man, 
forgot himſelf one Day: He was out of 
Humour and offended his Maker, the 
great God, who to puniſh him, ſaid, he 
ſhould not live till they went to the Land 
oſ Canaan, but bid him go up to the Top 
of a high Mountain, and look at it. 
When he came down again, he was very 

ſorry for his Fault; God then pardoned 


him, and when he died his Soul was re- 
ceived | into Heaven“ 
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21 What is the Paret Affront that : 
can be offered to God? 

A. It is to worſhip or pray to any but 
himſelf, eſpecially to any Thing that is 
made with Hands, ſuch as Pictures, or 
Images, Bones or Relicks, or and Thing 


1175 Here I works adviſe reaching x the 105th and 
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elſe, as God expreſsly ſays in the ſecond 


_ Commandment ; and praying to any 
Thing but God, 1s called Idolatry. 


9. Is there any "oy now that 1s guilty 


of this Sin? 


A. Yes, a great many People called 


Papiſts or Roman Catt-olicks, who pray 
to ſeveral Things, and even to dead Peo- 


ple, whom they call Saints. And it is the 
more ſurprizing, as every Body knows 


that the Souls of good People called Saints, 
are not here but in Heaven, and there is 
None but God who can be in all Places at 


once, and can hear and ſee from one Fact 
of the World to the other. 


2, How ſhould we behave to theſe Ro- 


| man Catholicks ? 


A, We ſhould live civilly, and in a 
friendly Manner with them, for they are 
our Fellow Creatures, the Children of 
Adam and Eve, as well as we; but if they 


would perſuade vs to do like them, tell 
them we dare not, for God forbids us in 
bis Holy Bible. If they ſay it is not Ido- 
larry to worſhip Pictures or Images, or to 


pray for the dead, or if they tell us we 
ſhould believe any Man before the Bible, 


5 do not liſten to ſuch Converſation, but 


pray 


Y 
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pray to God to convert them, that is, to 
teach them better Things, for though they 
mean well, they talk wickedly, and God 
permits it to (try or) exerciſe our Virtue. 
We ſhould adviſe them to read, or hear 
read the Bible, which is the Word of God 
himſelf, and that their Prieſts cannot deny, 
We ought therefore to believe nothing that 
_ contradicts the Bible, for who can know 
| God's will ſo well as himſelf. And if they | 
will not read that, and believe what is in 
it, they will ſurely believe nothing we 
can ſay, therefore it is beſt not argue with 
them, for Arguments or Diſputes often 
bring on Quarrels, and when we e quarrel N 
God is offended, 
9. Pray how do we know all theſe 
Things? | 
A. God Almighty in his great Goodneſs | 
was pleaſed that Moſes ſhould write them 
all down, and leave it for us who came 
after, that we might Know his Wan and 0 
his Greatneſs. 


80 222 wrote the Hiſtory of the Crea- 
tion. The Fall of Man, the Death of Abel, 
the Flood, the Coufuſion of Babel, the 
Deinen of Sodom, the Hiſtory of Abra- 
lam, 
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tam, of Iſaoc, and of Jacob, and the Story 
of Joſeph. All theſe he wrote in one Book, 
called the Book of Geneſis. Moſes afte r- 
wards wrote the Account of his own Birth, 
of the Plagues of Egypt, of the Children of 
Tſrael paſſing the Red Sea, of their wan- 
dering in the Wilderneſs forty Years, of 
all that befel them there, and all that God 
directed them to do,——Theſe Matters 
are in four other Books, calle Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy, 
which with Gene/is, are ſometimes called 
the E 


2 God directed thoſe that came in Moſes's 
Place after his Death, to write what had 
happened in their Time. So we have all 
the Hiſtory of the Children of 1ſrael, al- 
moſt till the Coming of Feſus Chriſt our 
Lord. We have alſo an Account of his 
bleſſed Life and Death. All this is toge- 
ther in one great Book, called the Holy 
Bible, becauſe it contains the Word of 
God. And the Word of God is called Re- 
velation, becauſe it was revealed, that 
is told it to us. Some of the Bible is al- 
ways read in Church; It is the wiſeſt and 
98 dend! Book 1 in the whole World, Other 
Books. 
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Books are wrote out of Men's own Heads, 


or out of what they pick up from others, 
but the Bible was wrote by the Direction 
of God himſelf, and it teaches all that is 
needful for our Salvation, to make us hap- 


Py in the World while we ks and in the 
next for ever, 


1] When you can read it, and are old 
enough to underſtand it, you will be al- 
lowed to read it all yourſelf. _ | 
. What is Virtue? or what is it to be 
virtuous? ? 
A. It is when w we are > either 10 or 
perſuaded to do what we know is wrong, 
to reſolve againſt it, and not to yield to 
any Body or aby Thing, though we like 
it ever ſo much, if we know it will offend 
God. When we are tempted, we muſt 
ſtrive hard with ourſelves, and pray to 
God to help us, and then, like 7% b, 
and all other good Men, it will be im- 
Poffible for bad or fooliſh I to ſpoil : 
us, that i 1s to make us 2 ill. | 


CHAP. 


68 The Hiſtory of Joſhua, 
CHAP. XIV. 
"The Hiſtory of 7 oſhua. 


AFT ER the Death of Miſes, it 
pleaſed God that Joſhua, the Son of 


Nun, ſhould ſucceed him, that is, ſtand in 
his Place, to ſhew the Children of Jac! 


the Way into the promiſed Land, defend 
them againſt their Enemies, and teach 


them their Duty to their Maker. He was 
to inſtruct them in every Thing that was 
fit for them to do, and tell them what they 
ought not to do. For at all Times they 
who were beſt and wiſeſt have been ſet 
over the reſt to govern them and keep 


them from harm. He that governed the 
Iſraelites in thoſe Ons was called their 


Judge. 


| When therefork Yeſhua 3 Jud ge o 


Iſrael, he drew near the firſt City in the 


Land of Canaan, called Jericho, and ſent 


_ privately into the City to get an Account 


of the Place and of the People in it, They 
who are employed in this Manner are cal- 


led Spies; and when a Spy belonging oo 
the anf is found in any Place, he is al- 


ways 


8 
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ways put to Death. Theſe Spies were 


very near being caught in Jericho, but a 


Woman called Rahab, who lived near the 
Gate of the City took Compaſſion on them, 
She hid them in her Houſe till it was 
Night, and then let them out of a Win- 


dow by faſtening Cords to it. Before they 
went away, ſhe made them promiſe, that 
in return, for having ſaved their Lives, 
| ſhe and her Family ſhould be ſpared when 
the Iſraelites got Pofleiſion of the City. 


After this God commanded Joſhua to | 


march with all the People to the River of 
Fordan, which ran between them and Fe- 
 richo. He then ordered, that the Sons of 
Levi, called Levites, ſhould carry the Ark 
and walk before the reſt into the River, 


and ftand in the middle of it, with the 
Ark. When they drew near, behold to 
the great Amazement of all the People, 


the Waters divided as at the Red Sea, 
and they paſſed over without ſo much as 
wetting their Feet. Afterwards the Peo- 
ple paſſed over alſo, and then the Waters 


immediately returned to their old Place, 


The 
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The next Wonder that God performed 


for the Sake of his People, was at the 
Town of Jericho. He commanded Fr/hua 
to lead them round the Town ſeven Days 


together, blowing a Trumpet every Time, 
and on the ſeventh Day the Walls of the 
City tumbled down. By this Means the 
Iſraelites marched in without any Difficul- 
ty, and were Maſters of the Place, The 
People to whom it belonged were ſuch 


wicked Idolaters, that God commanded 


the Children of Iſrael to kill them all, ex- 
cept Rahab and her Family, according to 


the Promiſe the Spies had made her. So 


they took great Care of her and of all that 


_ belonged to her, for what good Man ever 


forgets thoſe who have been good to him? 
All the Kings of .that Neighbourhood, 


jealous of their Succeſs, came' out at dif- 


ferent Times and fought againſt them, 


Whenever the Iſraelites acted wickedly, 


God ſuffered their Enemies to beat them, 
and from the Story of one of them, called 
Achan, which is mentioned in the Scrip» 


tures, one may learn that nothing is hid 
from the All-ſeeing Eye of God. But 


whenever they repeated and behaved well, 


his Anger was appeaſed, and then they 


again 
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again became ſtronger than their Enemies, 
and the Victory was on their Side. The 
ſtrongeſt Proof of the great and wonderful 
Providence of God towards them appears 

at the Battle of Gibeah. Five Kings were 
leagued there with all their Armies againſt 
Ifracl; but the Almighty God rained 
Stones from Heaven upon their Enemies, 
and becauſe the Day was not long enough 
to deſtroy ſuch a Number, he at the Prayer 
of Fghua, commanded the Sun and Moon 
to ſtand ſtill till there was no Enemy left 
alive 1 in the Field. 


7eſhua having thus conquered almoſt all 
the Land of Canaan, divided it into twelve 
Parts, according to the twelve Tribes or 
Families of Iſrael. By which twelve 
Tribes or Families of Iſrael, is meant the 
Families of each of the twelve Sons of 
Jacob; whoſe Names I ſuppoſe you re- 
memb-r, as they are all mentioned at the 
End of the tenth Chapter, He made 
eleven of the Tribes draw Lots for their 
Shares, that there might be no Diſputes 
among them. As for thoſe of the Tribe 


of Levi, they did not draw, becauſe God 


had provided for them 1n | another Way; 
for 


m2 - The Hiſtory of Joſhua, 
for he thought proper they ſhould be his 
Miniſters, and always attend the Service 
of his Church, that is, employ themſelves 
intirely in explaining the Scriptures, 
praying and doing Sacrifice at the Altar. 
And as Foſeþh, the beloved Son of Jacob, 
had two Sons, Ephraim and Manaſſeh, the 
Lot of Joſeph fell to Ephraim, but as to 
Manaſſeh, he got that which would have 
been the Levites Portion, if God had not 
done ſo much better for them. 
eee 
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7 8 What was the Ark which the Le- 
vites carried before the Vraelites over the 
River Jordan. 

A It was ſomething like a Box, in 
which God commanded the two Tables of 
the Law to be carefully kept, and this 
Ark he committed to the Care of the Le- 
vites, and did not ſuffer it to be produced, 
but upon extraordinary Occaſions. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. xv. 
The Book of Judges. 


Fer all theſe Things, Yeſhua died 
in a good old Age, 5 he had been 
fo worthy a Man, that all Iſrael mourned 
for him many Days. They remained ſome 
Time without any Judge, and being like 
a Flock of Sheep without a Shepherd, 
very often went aſtray, Inſtead of obey- 
ing the Laws of God, which they had 
been fo often taught, and which were ſuf- 
ficient to guide them, they choſe to follow 
the Inclinations of their own Hearts, 
which were always diſpoſed to Evil. Bad 
People cannot live long in Peace and 
Quiet with one another, for they always 
want more than they have a Right to, and 
do not ſcruple injuring others, Unjuſt 
Actions muſt always produce Quarrels, 
for no Body will let another oppreſs 0m . 
if he can help i 5 


The People of Gibeah of the Tribe of 
Benjamin, did a moſt barbarous wicked 55 
Thing by one of the Zevites, which all the 
other Tribes s reſolved to puniſh them for. 
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24 © The Book of Judges. 
The reſt of the Benjamites, inſtead of cha- 
ſtizing their wicked Relations, took their 


Part. This brought on a Civil War in 
which the Tribe of Benjamin was almoſt all 
deſtroyed. A Civil War is when People 


of the ſame Nation go to War with each 
other. This was a very bloody one, but 
when 1t was over the other Tribes re- 


pented having dealt ſo hardly with their 
Brethren the Benjamites, and they became 


good Friends again. 


They were however much oppreſſed by 
their Neighbours, the Syrians. They cal- 


| led to God for Help, and he appointed 
_ Othniel to be their Judge, who fought their 
Battles and delivered them from their 


Enemies. After his Death they fell into 
Idolatry, and then God delivered them 


Into the Hands of the Moabites, but when 
they repented Ehud was made Judge of 


Iſrael, and. beat their Adverſaries. The 
next Judge was Shamgar, he conquered 
the Philiſtines, who had fallen upon them, 
but when he died they returned again. 


Pp hen a wiſe Woman, named Deborah the 


Propheteſs, and Barak a valiant Man, 


both governed Iſrael together, and gained 
a great 


The. Book of Judges 15 
3 great Victory over the Philifines. When 
the J/raclites found themſelves delivered 
from their Enemies, they were very 
joyful; and Deborah the Propheteſs made 
a fine Song called a Hymn or Pſalm of 
T hankſgiving, ſuch as we ſing in the 


Churches, to N God for his Goodneſs 
to us. 


After the Death of Deborah, the Iſrael 
ites fell again into Idolatry, and God per- 
mitted the Midianites to oppreſs them for 
ſeven Years; but when they were peni- 
tent and called to him for Help, he ſent 
his Angel to call Gideon, who was threſh- 
ing Wheat in a Barn, and Gideon, with 
God's holy Help, ſoon freed them from 
| their Enertues. p 


When he died, one of his Sons, called 
_ Abinelech, murdered almoſt all his Bro- 
thers, intending to be King of ſacl. 
This occaſioned great Diſturbances among 
them, but they were quelled by his un- 
timely Death, for he who thought himſelf 
ſtronger and greater than all Men, would 
not ſubmit even to his Maker; fo God, 
that he mi ight ſerve as an Example, cauſ- 
D 2 ed 
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ed his Life to be taken away by a Woman 
rowing: a Stone at him. 


Wola was Judge after Ky, and then 
air 4 1 in both their Times the Iſraelites 
provoked God by their Sins, and he deli- 
vered them up to the Ammonites. After 
this the People became penitent, and then 
he gave them Jeplitha as their Judge. He 
was a great Warrior, but one raſh Action 
that he committed, made the Remainder 
of his Life unhappy. When he was go- 
ing out to fight the Ammonites, he vowed, 
if God gave him the Victory, he would 
ſacrifice the firſt Thing he met when he 
returned Home. He did conquer the 
Anmonites, but his only Daughter not hav- 
ing heard of his Vow, was ſo impatient to 
ſee her Father again, that ſhe met him 
firſt of all, ſo to his great Grief he was 
| obliged to ſacrifice her according to his 
| Vow, When the poor old Man, Jephtha, 
died, Ibzan was Judge in his Place; after 
Tbzan ſucceeded Elon, and after Elon, 
Abdon was Judge. When Abdon died the 
Philiflines oppreſſed Iſrael very much, till 
Sampſon was ſent by the Almighty to de- 
liver them. It pleaſed God to make 
. | Sampſon 
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Sampſon the ſtrongeſt Man in the World. 
Hle killed a Lion without any Help, and 

deſtroyed many of the Philiſtines. At 
length he ſell into their Hands, but not 
till he had killed a thouſand of them with 
only the Jaw-bone of an Aſs, and then he 
carried away upon his Back the Gates of 
the City where he was confined, and made 
his Eſcape. But it was not long beſore 
they got him again, by the Treachery of 
a wicked Woman called Dalilan. The 
Philiftines offered her Money if the would 
find ſome Means to deliver him up to 
them. The Way ſhe took was to perſuade 


him to tell her, as a Secret, what it was 


that made him ſtronger than other Men. 
He held out ſome Time, but at laſt he 
Was ſo indiſcreet as to tell her, that his 


Strength could not be conquered ſo long | 


as he kept the Hair upon his Head, but 
the Moment it was ſhaved off he ſhould 
be no ſtronger than other Men. When 
that baſe Woman knew the Secret, the 
watched till he fell aſleep, then cut off his 
Hair, bound him and called to the Phili- 
tines to come and take him. When he 
waked and found his Strength gone, he 


Vas obliged to ſubmit, and let them carry | 
LE En 
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him to Priſon, where they put out his Es, 
and made him labour at turning a Mill. 


One Day the Philiſtines made a great 
Feaſt to their God Dagon, in his Temple, 
and when they were in the midſt of their 
Mirth and Jollity, they ſent for Sampſon 
to laugh at him and teize him. But the 
Time was come when it pleaſed God to 
deliver his People from ſuch cruel Ene- 
mies, for Sampſon's Hair was grown again, 
and with it his Strength returned. So 
when he found himſelf in the Room with 
thoſe vile People, he called upon God to 

help him, then took hold of the Pillars 


= ſupported the Building, and looſen- 


ing them, the Roof fell down and cruſhed 
them all to Death. After this the //raelites 
were quiet for ſeveral Years, and Eli, the 
High Prieſt, became Judge of Iſrael. 
There was a young Man named Samuel, 
_ who had been bred up under Eli from a 
Child; and Samuel was fo pious and vir- 
tuous a Youth, that God was frequently 
pleafed to ſpeak with him, and reveal to 
him his Will, fo that he became a great 
Prophet. As for Eli the High Prieſt he 
Was Sood himſelf, but he ſuffered his Chil- 
dren 
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dren to be wicked, and that is a great 
Sin. His two Sons, Hophni and Phineas, 
behaved very ill ; and though he knew it 
was his Duty to puniſh them while they 
were young, in order to make them bet- 
ter, he gave himſelf no Trouble about it; 
and as they were not contradicted, they 
grew worſe and worſe. They at laſt 
brought on their own ruin, as well as their 
Father's, for they were killed 1 in Battle 
by the Philiſtines, who over-ran all the 
Country: The Ark alſo was taken; and 
when old Eli heard the News, he fell 
down and died with Grief. Then was 


Samuel made a Judge in his Place, who 


kept the People in very good Order, and 
followed the Will of God in all Things. 
However, the I/raclites at laſt grew tired 
of having only Judges over them, and 
had a Mind to be governed by a King, as 
other nations were, and as we are in this 
Kingdom. God Almighty, who knows 


all Things, knew they would never be 


ſo happy under a King as under a great 
Prophet, like Samuel, who conſulted his 
Will, in every Thing; but he told them, 
fince they had ſo great a Deſire for a King 


1 ſhould have one. Accordingly by 


„ com- 
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commanded Samuel to anoint a young 


Man called Saul, of the Tribe of Benja- 


min. It is an antient Cuſtom to anoint a 
King with Oil, before he is crowned; 
therefore, God commanded it as a Token 


that Saul was the King he had choſe for 


them. Samuel, however, ſtill governed 


Iſrael for a great while longer, becauſe 
| the People knew he was a good Man earl 
"W 8 Prophet, 


— 


2 What i is a Prophet? 5 
A. A Prophet is one that God flies 
ſo much as to reveal his Will to him, by 


which Means he knows more than other 

People, and is able to foretel Things that 
are to happen, and this 1s called Pro- 
8 Pheſying. 


Some filly People PSP that Witches 


and Conjurers have the ſame Power of 
foretelling Things, or, as they call it, 
Fortune- telling; but Witches and Con- 
jurers are all Cheats and Impoſtors, who 
pretend to know what they do not know, 
with a Deſign to get one's Money, and 
to cheat one, and tis a great Sin, as well 


as 


% 
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as Poll. to aſk. them Ins, or liſten 


A true Prophet is 8 unlike theſs- 
Cheats; he does not attempt to get our 
Money, but endeavours to make us good; 
and may be known by the wonderful 

Works which God enables him to do, as 
he did Moſes and many others, Theſe 

wonderful Works are called Miracles; but 

Miracles are now ceaſed, there have been 

none fince our Saviour and his Apoſtles 


left the World, and we have no Reaſon 4 


to expect any more, becauſe the Chriſtian 
| Religion is ſufficient for every good Pur- 


poſe, as-you will know when you have. 
learnt it. 


Q. What is wmakikg: a Vow ?' 15 
A. To make a Vow to God, is to take: 


an Oath when we are in any Diſtreſs, that 


if God will relieve us; we will in return 
do ſuch a Thing for him. This is a 
_ fooliſh and a finful Practice, for God is 
not to be bargained with like a Man. All: 
he does for us is of his own free Goodneſs, 
for we can give him nothing, becauſe 
every Thing is his ewn, and he can take 
. 1 when he pleaſes; and he deſires nothing 
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A us but that we worſhip him devoutly, 


and obey his Laws, as he has told us in 
many Parts of the Scripture. 


We ſhould be very cautious, even to 


make a Vow, or take an Oath to one an- 


other, for when once the Words are gone 
out of our Lips, if they are not unlawful, 
that is, contrary to the Law, we muſt per- 


ſorm them. For nothing is ſo baſe as not 


keeping one's Promiſe; and no Body will 
regard one after having broke it. But it 
is ill worſe even than that, to take a falſe 
Oath; that is, to ſwear a Thing to be true 


which we know to be otherwiſe, or to 


ſwear a Thing to be falſe which we know 


to be true. Either of theſe Kind of falſe 


Oaths are called Perjury ; which is a moſt _ 


horrible Sin, ſuch as we can ſcarce hope 
to be pardoned for: At leaſt not till after 


fuffering the moſt ſevere n 


from the Hand of God. 


9. What is a High prieſt! 2 


A. The High Prieſt among the Fews 


was he that was ſet over the other Levites 


to govern them, and take Care that they 


did their Duty in praying and reading the 
Bible to the People, and ſuch Things. As 
Sort | the 


N | 
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the Archbiſhops are now ſet over the 
Biſhops, and thoſe over the other Clergy, . 
the Deans, the Miniſters and Curates, 
9. Where do we find the Hiftory of | 
theſe Julges? 5 
A. You will find it all in that part of | 
the Scriptures called the Book of Fudges. 
There were fifteen of them after the Death 
of Fcſhua ; Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, De- 
"borah, Barak, Gideon, Abimelech, Tola, 


Fair, Fephtha, Ibzan, Elon, Abdon, _ 
ſon, Eli, and Samuel. 


NOOR HHH 


c H A b. XVI. 
The Reign of King Saul. 


1 OUGH Saul had been nd 

King, he was ſtill too young to go- 
vern the People; therefore went back to 
his Father's Houſe, and ſtaid there till the 
King of Ammos attacked the Hraelites, 
that is, made War upon them. Saul then 
remembering he was their King, put 
himſelf at the Head of their Army, and 
beat the Ammonites; upon which the 1 
raelites were ſo pleaſed with his Courage 


D 6. and: 


$4 The Reign of King David. 
and- Prudence, that they acknowledged 
him to be their King. After this, he 

gained many other Victories, but at laſt 

he grew proud and preſumptuous, and 
by that Means loſt the Favour of God. 
He that gave him his Crown reſolved to 
deprive him of it, ſince he proved un- 
worthy. And ſo highly was the Al- 
mighty offended with him, that he would 
not permit Jonathan, the. Son of Saul, to 


I be King after him, but fixed upon David, 
dhe Son of fee. 
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CH AP. XV). 
The Reign of King David. 


D4 VID was of the Fribe of Fudah, 
and great Grandſon to Ruth, who was 
a very good Woman, and had been re- 
markable for her dutiful Behaviour to her 
Mother- in- law. Her Story is in the Holy 
Bible, and is called, The Book of Ruth. 


Her Son Obed was the Father of Feſſe, 
and Hee was the Father of David. " 


After David had been 4 King 
| by the Command of God, he .continued 


with. 


- 
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with his Family waiting till God thought 
Proper that he ſhould Reign over the I/ 
raelites, 1n the Place of Saul. 


some Time ther, Saul being diſturbed 
in Mind, and very miſerable, b:cauſe he 
knew he had offended God, defired his Ser- 
vants to ſend ſome Body who could play 
well upon the Harp, to amuſe his Grief. 
David could play better than any Body, fo 
he was ſent for. His Muſick was ſo fine 
that the King was much pleaſed : He 

liſtened to him with Delight, and yet the. 


Moment David ceaſed playing, the Diſ- 


. temper of Saul's Mind returned. There 
is no Cure for a guilty Conſcience, but 
reconciling one's ſelf to God by hearty 
Repentance and Amendment of Life. 
So David went back to his Father. 


Soon after the Philiflines made. War 
upon the Iſraclites, and ſent Goliah, a 
Giant, to challenge any one of them, A 
Slant is a Man much taller and ftronger 
than other Men: And Gelial was ſo great 
'a Giant, that not one of Saul's Soldiers 
durſt encounter him, though Saul promiſed 
his Daughter in Marriage to the Man that 


ſhould. 
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ſhould kill him. He came out for ſeveral 
Days together, daring them to Battle; 


but they were all terrified at the Sight of 


| him. At laft young David happened to 


be ſent to the Camp, to bring ſome Pro- 
viſions to his Brothers, who were Soldiers. 


When he ſaw the Giant, and heard his in- 


ſolent Language, God inſpired him with 


Courage, and he reſolved to go out and 


meet him, All the Army of Iſrael won- 


de red and trembled for him: And, when 
_ Goliah ſaw what a Stripling he was, he 
ſuppoſed he had been ſent to mock him, 


and was very angry. He raiſed up his 


Club, intending to knock out the young 
Man's Brains, but David turned afide 
and eſcaped the Blow. He then threw 


a Stone at the Giant, which ſtru:k his 


Forehead, and he fell down: Then Da- 


wid ran to him before he could recover, 
himſelf, drew out Goliath's Sword as he lay 


upon the Ground, and with it cut off his 


Head, David did many other great 
Things, becauſe Gcd aſſiſted him; which 
made all the People admire him, and 
good Jonathan, the Son of Saul, loved. | 
bim as his own Soul. But as bad People 
are always jealous of thoſe who are better 
liked 


AT 
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liked than themſclves; fo. Saul Ja 
David, and would have been glad to do 
him any Miſchief if he could, cba he 


was become his Son- in- law, being mar- 


ried to his Daughter. 


He tried ſo often to put David to 
Death, that he was obliged to run away 
and hide himſelf, ſometimes with the 
Prophet Samudl, and ſometimes with the 
Philiſtines. But the Philiſtines grew ſuſ- 


picious, and took him for a Spy, ſo be | 


durſt not ſtay long with them. He wan- 
dered about in Deſarts, and lodged in 
Caves, while Saul was almoſt mad with 
Fury that he could not find him. In the 
mean Time David gained many Friends, 


who went to him, and ſhared his Di-. 


treſſes; and there were ſeveral of the 
Iſraelites that aſſiſted him. There was, 
however, one Man called Naba/, who 
was brutal and churliſh, and behaved 
with Roughneſs and IIl-nature to him. 
But his Wife Abigail, a prudent, ſenſible 
Woman, was much concerned when ſne 
heard of it, and to ſave her Huſband 
from the Reſentment he had Reaſon to 
expect, ſhe went to David to make all 
the 
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the Excuſes ſhe could, and to aſk his 
Pardon, David was ſo pleaſed with her 


Civility, that, for her Sake, he forgave . 


her Huſband ; and ſoon after, when Na- 


bal died, he married her, and thought 


himſelf very happy to have got ſuch a diſ- 


285 creet Woman for a Wife. 


Bur ſtill he could enjoy no > Quiet, for 
Saul purſued him wherever he went. One 
Day Saul happened to go into a Cave 


where David was hid with two or three 
of his Friends in a Corner, out of Sight. 

Then Saul was in David's Power, and he 
could have ended all his Diſtreſſes, by 


putting his unjuſt Enemy to Death : But 
a good Man would ſufferany Thing rather 
than take Revenge, or do a baſe Act, 


and would always return Good for Evil. 
So David let Saul eſcape, and yet that 


ſtubborn King continued ſtill to be 


David's Enemy. 


Another Time Saut's Life was again in 


David's Power, but no Provocation could. 
tempt him to do him any Hurt, ſo they 


parted again; and then David to be in- 
tirely out of his Way, went and lived in 
the * of the Tbililines. 


Some. | 
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Some Time after, a freſh War broke 
out between that Nation and the Iſraelites, 
in which Saul and Jonathan his Son were 
killed in Battle. When David heard the 
News he was much concerned for Saut, 
becauſe he had. been his Father-in-law 
and his King, and he grieved moſt ex- 
ceedly for Jonathan, who had always 
behaved to him as a Brother and a Friend. 
He made a fine Pſalm called the Lamen- 
tation of Saul and Fonathan, and ſet it to | 
Muſick, | 


After the Time of Mourning was paſt, 


firſt two of the Tribes, and then the other 


I ten acknowled ged David NY of Vrael. 


He rulyd for a great white with Juſtice 
and Mercy, and was a wiſe and a great 
King. He never forgot the Friendſhip 
of Jonathan towards him, but treated a 
poor lame Son that he left behind, called 
 Mephiboſheth, with the ſame Affection that 
he did his own Children. All his Sub- 
jects were happy under his Government. 
He was very devout, and made a Num- 
ber of fine Songs or Pſalms. We have 
in the Bible an hundred and fifty moſtly 
"ja wrote 
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wrote by him, which are called the Pſalms 
of David. Some of theſe are penitential, 
that is, wrote when he was penitent for 
Sins, and imploring God's Forgiveneſs ; 
and ſome are Thankſgivings for Mercies 


received. Some deſcribe the Goodneſs 


and Greatneſs, and all the Wonders of 
Almighty God, and others are propheti- 


cal, that is, filled with Propheſies of what 


thould hereafter happen. 


"Ants 1160 collected all the Riches he 


could get, either in Gold or Silver, Ivory, 


precious Stones or fine Timber, and laid 
them by, as Materials for building a great 


Temple at Jeruſalem, ſuch as we now call 
a Church, in which People meet to wor- 
| ſhip God. This was what he had chiefly 
at heart; but it was not the Will of God 


that the Temple ſhould be begun, during 


David's Life Time. He was however, 


graciouſly pleaſed to acquaint him, by one 
of his Prophets, that he approved of his. 
Intention, and that it ſhould be executed 
in the Reign of Solomon his Son. In ſhort, 


David was ſo religious and fo good that 


all his Neighbours loved him, and God 


| called him the Man after his own Heart, 


and 
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and gave him every Bleſſing he could 
wiſh mr” 


Who would have thought that ſuch a 
wiſe Prince could ever do wrong? But 
the fooliſh Pleaſures of the World, the 
Riches he poſſeſſed, and the Reſpect every 
Body paid him tempted him to forget his 
Duty to God his Maker, and think of no- 
thing but pleaſing himſelf. Whoever does 
that will ſoon be led aftray by the evil 
Spirit, who is always endeavouring to pt 
bad Thoughts into our Heads, and p 
ſuading us to do every Sort of w 
Thing. It was juſt ſo with David, en 's 
ever he neglected ſtudying to pleaſe God, 
and began to think of pleaſing himſelf = 
only, he fell into the greateſt Sins; but 
God Almighty was fo good as to ſend him 
great Afflictions, which made him think 
of his Sins and repent. After a great 
deal of Sorrow and reſolving to amend his 
Life, the Almighty forgave him and 
bleſſed him again. The Sins of David 
were very great indeed, but his Sorrow 
for them was great too, and his 'Puniſh- 
ment very ſevere, which is what all Sin- 
ners muft expect. David ſuffered great 
e 
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Sickneſs for his Crimes, and met with 


terrible Afflictions in his Family, They 


were all at Variance among each other, 


and Abſalom, one of his Sons, rebelled 


againſt him, He alſo loſt the Love of 


his People, for who can love a Perſon 


that has offended God ? The greateſt Part 
of them joined with A/alom, and made 
him King, and drove David out of Jeru- 
falem, his capital-City, but when God had 
ſufficiently humbled him, he deſtroyed 
Abſalom's Army, and the young Man 
hiniſelf loſt his Life. The People then 


ned to David their old King. He 
grieved a long while for his Son Abſalom, 
and took Care never to offend God any 


more. He lived to a great Age, and led 
a very pious Life, and God to reward 


him, permitted his Son Solomon, though 
but a youth, to ſucceed him to the 


Crown of . 


- —_ 
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go Are the Pſalms of Devid the ſame E 
which are ſaid at Church ? 


A. Yes, and they are divided i into thirty 
Parts, that we may ſay them all in a 
Month, by repeating a few of them ns | 

Be '- every 
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every Day, at Publick Prayers. But we 
muſt ſay them with our Hearts, as well as 


with our Mouths; for it is of no Uſe to 


repeat the Words of a Prayer, unleſs we | 
think, at the ſame Time, what we are 


fſaying. There is nothing can be more 


offenſive to God than to let our Thoughts 
ramble, either at public or private Prayer, 

Qi Is it a Sin to divert ee and 
to be merry? 

A. Very far from it; God Alaighty, 
who is Goodneſs itſelf, and loves us, per- 
mits us to be as merry, and to divert our- 
ſelves as well as we can, provided our Di- 
verſion or Mirth is not ſinful, that is, does 
not hurt ourſelves or others. When it can 
do no Harm, it is called innocent Mirth, 
and good People always feel Mirth and 
Pleaſure, becauſe they know that God 
Almighty loves them, and protects them. 
It is however, certainly a Sin to employ 
our whole Time in Diverſion only, be- 
cauſe that prevents all neceſſary and uſe- 
ful Buſineſs from being done. But as 
| King David's Son fays, in the Book of =; 
| Eceleft ares, e 1 5 
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To every Thing there is a Seaſon, and 
a Time to every Purpoſe under Heaven, g 


A Time te be born, and a Time to die; 
a Time to plant, and a Time to pluck 
away that which is planted, 


A Time to weep, and a Time to laugh, 
A Time to mourn, and a Time to dance, 


_ Wiſe People, therefore, are always 
careful to divide their Time in a proper 


Manner. 


9 . HOKE NN ROO 


CH AP. XVII. 
The Reign of King Solomon. 
SOLOMON had been taught by his. 


Parents, that Religion and Virtue was 
true Wiſdom; and that true W iſdom is 
more valuable than Riches, becauſe it 
procures us the Eſteem of all the World, 
and purchaſes eternal Happineſs in the 
next. Therefore, when he prayed for 
God's Bleſſing, he aſked for nothing but 
Wiſdom ; and the Almighty was fo 
pleaſed 
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pleaſed with his Moderation, that he 
granted him the Wiſdom he aſked for, 
and Riches and Honours beſides. By this 
Means he was the greateſt King we ever 
heard of, and to this Day when we would 
Praiſe any Body's Wiſdom, we ſay they 
are as wiſe as Solomon. He did many 
good Things, which are mentioned in the 
Scriptures; and wrote ſome of the Books 
that are in it. One of them is called the 
Proverbs of Solomon. It is full of wiſe. 
ſay ings, and pretty Thoughts, very im- 
proving and entertaining. He built the 
Temple of Fcruſalem, which his Father 
left him Materials for, and Directions how 
it ſhould be built and finiſhed. Thoſe 
Directions David had received from God 
himſelf; ſo that no Temple ever was ſo 
beautiful. We find the Deſcription of it 
in the Holy Scriptures. Solomon alſo built 
a great Palace for himſelf, and ſeveral 
other fine Buildings. And his Wiſdom: 
was ſo much talked of Abroad, that the 
Queen of Sheba came from a diſtant 
Country, to ſee him, and admire the 
Wonders of his Court. 
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. Yet, even this great and good and wiſe 
Man went aftray ; as Adam fell, with all 


| his Innocence, ſo Solomon fell, with all his 


Wiſdom. We all muſt remember to have 


read how careful Abraham was to chuſe a 


good Wife for his Son Iſaas; aud alſo how 


Tac when he grew old, ſent Jacob as far 


as Padan- Aram, two Days Journey, to 
marry one of his Coufins, becauſe they 
had had a good Education, A good 


Woman behaves well to her Huſband, 
and takes Care of his Family and Chil- 
dren : But Solomon, wiſe as he was, did 
not conſider that. He took Wives from 


among bad People, that were Idolaters 


and idle, and did nothing but eat and 
drink and make merry. Theſe bad Wo- 
men perſuaded Solomon to do like them- 
ſelves, by which Means he fell from all 
his Glory. He was deſpiſed in his old 
Age, and a Prophet from God ſoretold 


him that the Crown of Iſrael ſhould not 


continue in his Family; fo he died in 
Shame and * | 


CHAP. 


Lie Diviſion of the Kingdom, Nc. 9y 


CHAP. XIX. 


The Diviſion of the Kingdom under 


Rehoboam. 


N EHOBOA M, the Son of Solomon, 


'* ſucceeded him, but did not reſemble 


him in Wiſdom. He had not Senſe 


enough either to aſk it of God, or to con- 
ſulf the experienced old Men whom his 


Father uſed to employ in the Affairs of 


the Nation. This weak Prince, on the 
contrary, encouraged by his young and 
fooliſh Companions, behaved to his Sub- 


jects with ſuch Pride and Severity that 
ten of the twelve Tribes rebelled againſt 


him, and made Feroboam, the Son of 


Nebat, their King. Only two of the 
Tribes continued with Rehoboam, the 
Tribe of Fudah and that of Benjamin; 


and God Almighty never permitted him 


nor his Sons to regain the reſt. So that 
he remained only King of Judah, while 


Ferobcam was called King of Iſrael, 


This Jeroboam, the Son of Nebat was a 


very bad Man, and an Idolater, and to 


were his Sons that reigned after him, and 
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Haſhea, their laſt King, Samaria was 
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9 The Captivity of the Iſraelites. 
every King that ſucceeded them.. There 
vas about twehty of them, one after an- 


other, that is, in Succeſſion. Omri, the 


fourth King, built a great City, called 
Samaria, and it became the Capital, that 


is, the chief City in Iſracl, as Feruſalem 
was the capital City of the Kingdom of 
Fudah. 


CY AP Xx 
The Captivity of the Iſraelites, 


1 OD Almi-hty bore with their Idola- 
tries, and other Sins, for ſome Time 

to leave them room to repent, but at laſt, 
as their Wickednefs increaſed, he would 
it no longer. So in the Reign of 


taken by the King of Aria, and Hoſhea 
with almoſt all bis People, were carried 
away ino Babylon, the Capital of Aria; 
and, at the ame Time, a Number of 
Bal yloniaus were ſent to-Samaria, to in- 


habit that City, and 8 the Lands of 


ht 


The taking of Jeruſalem, &c. | 99 
Q: What were the Names of all thoſe 


Kings of Jſrarl? 


A. Feroboam, Nada, Baaſha, Elah, 
Zimri, Omri, Aiab, Ahaziah, Fehoram, 


Fehu, Fehoahaz, Feroboam, Zachariah, + 
Shallum, . Menahem, Pekahiah, Pekah, 


Ze 
r : 4 * ecco! 2, 2 


The — of Feruſalem, and the De- 
| | ſtruction of the TempleQ. 


Is for the Kingdom of Judah, It was 


the Number of twenty Kings after him, 


Some of thoſe Kings were good Men, like 
their Grandfather David, ſuch as Aſa, 
Fotham, Hezekiah, 
and Joſiah, but moſt of the others fol- 
lowed the Example of their Brethren, the 
Kings of Iſrael, and were Idolaters, like 
them. The People alſo of the one King- - 
dom became as bad as thoſe of the other, 
The Goodneſs of God did not fail to warn 
them, by ſeveral Prophets, that he would 
E 2 deſtroy | 


Amaziah, Azariah, 


governed by Kings of the Family of 
David, for fourteen Generations, and to 
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100 The taking of Jeruſalem, &c. 

deſtroy them as a Nation, if they perſiſted 
in their Wickedneſs. We. read in the 
Bible of Elijah and Eliſha, great Pro- 


| phets; alſo, of Hoſea, Amos, Zedekiah, 


Micaial, and a great Number of others, 


who were all ſent for that Purpoſe. Not 


one of theſe were able to perſuade the 
Fews, that is, the Fudeans, to amend their 
Lives, and even the Example of the fatal 
End of the Kingdom of Iſrael was not 
ſufficient to induce that of Fudah to re- 
form, ſo that in the Reign of Zedekiah, 


| King of Judah, that Kingdom alſo was 


_ over-run by the Alyrians, who carried 
away the King and People to. Babylon, 
and plundered the Temple of God. | 


— 


: * 


„— 2 _—_ » — 
5 


9. What were the 3 of the Kings 
of Judah, from Rehoboam ? | 
A. Rehoboam, Abijah, Aſa, Fehoſaphat, 
Fehoram, Ahaziah, Joaſh, Amaziah, Uzzi- 
ah, Fotham, Aiaz, Hezekiah, Manaſſen, 
Jaſial, Fehoahaz, e Jehoiachin, 
Selene 


©. Where can we aud the Hiſtory pt 
all theſe Kings? 


A. We can find A full Account of, all 
| theſe 


The Return of the Captives, &c. 101 
theſe Kings in that Part of the Bible 
called the Books of Samuel, and in the 
Books of Kings, and of Chronicles. 


chat -totatotattototatels 
CHAP. XXII. 


The Return of the Captives, and Re- 
| ſtoration of the Temple. 


Tas Fews continued in the Land of 
their Captivity about ſeventy Years. 
At the End of that Time, Cyrus, King of 
_ Perſia, being alſo King of Babylon, Gd 
Almighty put it in his Mind and Heart 
to ſend Home the Children of Iſrael. 


They were by that Time ſufficiently 
humbled, and very penitent, and never 
relapſed into Idolatry again, God there- 
fore took Compaſſion on them, and they 
were enabled, after ſome Difficulties, to 
Nettle themſelves again at Jeruſalem, and 
repair and beautify the Temple, but they 
could not make it ſo fine as it had been at 
firſt, "However, the High Priefts and 
Levites officiated in a regular Manner, 
and the Service of the Temple was con- 
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2022 Of the Four Monarchies. 
ducted with Decency, for they had the 
free Exerciſe of their Religion; though 
in moſt other Matters, they were obliged 


to ſubmit to a Governor, appointed by 
the Kings of Perfi 7a. 


We reed of the Preſervation of theſe 


Captives, of their Return, and of the 


Repairing of the Temple, and rebuilding 
the Walls of the City, in the Books of 


- Exzra,: Nehemiah, and Efther, which are 
Part of the Holy Bible. We alſo find in. 
that divine and wonderful Volume, the 
Propheſies of Iſaiah, of Jeremiah, Exechi- 
el, Daniel, and twelve other leſſer Pro- 
phets, which foretold all thoſe great. 
Events, 8 


— 


"ROO 2 M L,? 


CHAP. XXI. 
Of the Four Monarchies. 


E E next Thing the Prophets fore- 


told was God's Revenge upon the 


Aſprians or Babylonians, whoſe City was to 
be deſtroyed by the Perſians, for having 


treated the Iſraelites with ſuch cruelty. 


They 


IO a ined 


* 
8 — — 2 


of the Four Minarchies. i 103 


＋ hey alſo foretold that thoſe Per/ians 
would afterwards be conquered by the 


Greeks, and that thoſe Greeks would, at 
laſt, be overcome by the Romans, which 
Romans, would become Maſters of the 


85 World; that the Jews would, as well as 
other Nations, be obliged to ſubmit to 


them, and that after all thoſe Things, our 


Saviour Chriſt would come into the World, 
All this has accordingly come to paſs, 


and theſe four Monarchies, or Powers, 
have governed the World in their Turn. 
Firſt, the A/yrians who ſubdued the two 


Kingdoms of Jſrael and Judah, and every 
other Country within their Reach. Se- 
condly, the Perſians, who, commanded 


by Cyrus, made themſelves Maſters of the 


proud City of Babylon, and permitted the 
Jews to return Home. Several other 
Kings of Per/ia ſucceeded him, till, third- 


ly, the Greeks, commanded by King Alex- 


ander, called, the Great, marched into 
Perſia, beat their Armies, and took Poſ- 
ſeflion of their Dominions, The Jus 
were frequently diſturbed by them till 
they ſubmitted to the Romans, who, 


fourthly, came out of a City called Rome, 


and, *by degrees, vanquiſhed every Na- 
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104 Of the Book of Job. 

tion in the World. When every County 
had yielded to them, and all Nations were 
at Peace, Auguſtus Cæſar was Emperor of 
Rome; at which happy Time our bleſſed 
Saviour came to redeem us all. | 


0000 00 0 x0 0x | 


CHAP. XXIV. 
Of the Book of Job. 


Have now given an Account of every 

1 Part of the Bible which is called the 
Old Teſtament, except the Book of Fob. 
It contains the Life of that good Man, 
and is one of the fineſt Stories in the 
Holy Scripture. They do not tell us in 
what Time he lived z but he is mentioned 
as a Pattern of Goodneſs, Patience, and 
Submiſſion to the Will of God. When 
he was rich, happy, and proſperous, be 
outdid all others as much in Goodneſs as 
in Proſperity. Thoſe whom God parti- 
eularly bleſſes in this World, are gene- 
rally envied by ill-natuted People, and 
eſpecially by the evil Spirit, who hates 
all the Favourites of Heaven. He in- 
treated the Ae to permit him to 
torment 
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O the Brok ef Joh. 103 
torment and afflict 705, in Hopes that 
might provoke him to do or ſay ſome- 


thing wrong. God Almighty knew that 


Job would withſtand all Temptation, and 
that he could afterwards make up to him 
any Sufferings he might undergo, by 
multiplying new Bleſſings upon him. He 
therefore gave him up for a Time to the 


evil Spirit, that the World might be ac- 
quainted with his Virtue, and take Ex- 


ample by it. No Man ever underwent 


harder Trials; for he was deprived of all 
his Fortune, his Friends, and his Chil- 


dren, and ſuffered the moſt painful Sick- 


neſs; but thoſe ſerved to ſhow his great 
Dependance upon God, and his Humi- 


lity, and that the Devil had no Power 
over his Mind. When Job's Piety had 


been lufficiently manifeſted, God Al- 


mighty reſtored to him all he had loft, 
Fortune, Friends, Children, and Health, 
and added a great deal more, ſo that the 


latter End of his Life was ſtill more 
Lees than the e Ka been. 


— » Jt. 
— — — ne — — — * 


9, Are there no more Books in the 


Old Teſtament than thoſe we bave taken 
| Notice of ? 
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106 Of the Bock of job. 


A. No, for I have mentioned the five 


Books of Moſes, Joſhua, Judges, and the 


fix hiſtorical Books before the Captivity ; 
Alſo three Books relating to the return of 


the Captives ;. the Pſalms of David, the 
ſeveral Writings of King Solomon, the 
Prophetical Books of Tſaiahs, Feremiah, 


Ezekiel, and Danicl, the twelve leſſer Pro- 
phets, and the Book of Fob. All theſe 
together compleat thoſe ſacred Writings 


which we call the Old Teſtament. How- 


ever we find in ſome Bibles, at the End 


of the Old Teſtament, the Books of 
Eſdras, Tobit, Judith, and ſeveral others, 
which are called Apocryphal, that is, 
_ doubtful; 
them as Hiſtories, and did not ſuppoſe 
them to have been wrote by divine Inſpi- 
ration, as the Bible is. Since, therefore, 


for the _Fews only regarded 


the Jews, from whom we received the 
Bible, did not acknowledge the Apocry - 


Pha as Part of it, we have no Reaſon to 


lieve that it is, but great Reaſon to be- 


lieve that it is not; for in many Places it 
is contrary to the Holy Scriptures. We 


therefore cannot depend upon the Truth 


of any Thing we read in theſe apocryphal 
Books, and only read them for Entertain- 


ment. 


13 T. he Life of our Saviour. 107 
ment. But the Roman Catholicks believe 


every Word of them, though they are ſo 
contrary to Scripture, and that is one of 


the Cauſes of thoſe People having fallen 
into ſo many Errors or Miſtakes, in 


Matters of Religion. 


"CHAP. Xxv. 


The Life of our Saviour. . 
UR Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, 
was born of the Virgin Mary, of 
whom J/azas propheſied, ſay ing, A Virgin 


ſhall be with Child, and ſhall bring forth a 
Son, and they ſhall call his Name Enamuet, 7 


God with US. 


This divine Perſon had no earthly Fa- 


a for though Mary's Parents had con- 
tracted her to Joſeph, they did not yet 


live together; and God Almighty was 


pleaſed to reveal to Foſeph in a Dream, | 
that his Wiſe Mary was the Woman fore- 
told in the Scriptures, and that when the 


Child was born, he muſt give him the 
Name of Jeſus. Soon after his Birth, 


E 6 5 ſome 


\ 
. rr VF <> BO... 


OCD IL PS > — . T. IRE TIP . = 
_— 7 . Beer” EOS 


e 


„ 


— x—x—x—x—̃— 


— 53 


* 


— rr ES: 


reer 


( 
| 
Fj 
ö 
1 
: 
tf 
10 
0 
. 
i 
(7 
. 
4 
+ 
% 
Dl 
N 


A - 
E TEES Ez -- — 


E 2 2 EARS rr 1 - 
. a> 2 2 N — OS i "> YE 2 

- 6. 4am ES MES — 8 oy "Ws — — — a 
4 e — — 2 r * 5 - - — ee Saran — — 5 

A Po ap RR - w FEI — - * TTY — 
— — —— — — 222 — TS. tain ces - 
: 

—— * 
* . - * 


— 


7 he Life of our 7 Saviour. 

ſome wife Men from the Eaftern Country, 
having been by ſome wonderful Means 
apprized of that happy Event, came to 
worſhip him in Judea. Herod, whom the 
Romans had ſet over the Land of Fudah, 
was much alarmed at the News, fearing 


that Jeſus Chriſt would be promoted to 
the Throne i in his Room. 


This bad Man, therefore, tried to find 
out the Child, with an Intention to deſtroy 
him; but Joſeph and Mary were ſo poor, 
and fo little known, that he could not 
diſcover him. Then cruel Herod, in order 


to make ſure of him, commanded all the 


Infants to be put to Death, who were in 


or about Bethlehem, where it was ſoretold 


that Chrift ſhould be born. But God diſ- 
covered this vile Intention to Joſeph in à 

Dream, defiring him to make Haſte, and 
take the Child and his Mother into 
Egypt. They went and ftajd there till 
God informed him by another Dream, 
that Herod was dead, and commanded 
him to return Home, but to go to Na- 
zarcth, and not to Bethlehem, for fear of 
| Herod's Son, who then reigned, and who | 
was as. cruel as his Father. ; 


When 


- The Life of our Saviour. 109 
When Chrift was but twelve Years old, 
he aſtoniſhed all who ſaw or heard of him, 
by the ſupernatural Wiſdom he diſplayed, 
But before he made any Appearance as a 
Prophet, Fohn the Baptiſt was ſent out by 
God Almighty, to prepare People's Minds 
for a very great miraculous and holy Vi- 


ſitor; and he exhorted every Body to ſuf- 
fer themſelves to be baptized. This Sa- 


crament was inſtituted to expreſs, by 


waſhing the Body with Water, when we 
receive the Name of Chri/tians, that our 


Souls will be cleanſed from all impure 
Thoughts and Defires, if we ſincerely | 


receive and obey the Doctrines of Chrife, 


When our Saviour was about thirty 


* ears old, he began to exert himſelf ſui- 


tably to the Intentions of his coming. 


Firſt of all he deſired John to baptize 
him, to ſhow the Value he ſet upon the 
Cerem:ry. He was ſoon after attacked 


by the evil Spirit, who was anxious to 


diſcover whether he was the promiſed 
Meſſiah or not. He tempted him for 
forty Days in ſuch a Manner, that if he 
had been a mere Man he could not have 
refilted ; but the Devil could have no 

Power 
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110 The Life of nur Saviour. 
Power over the Son of God. When the 


Tempter had left him he began to call 
upon the People to repent and amend 


their Lives. He aſcended a high Moun- 


tain, that he might be ſeen at a great 
. Diſtance, and raiſing his Voice, preached 


a Sermon which exceeds all other Diſ- 


courſes that were ever heard. In it he 


teaches the Lord's Prayer, as a Model 
for all Addreſſes to the Divinity. He 


teaches us alſo that we muſt be humble, 
ſubmiſſive, patient, and good-natured ; 


in ſhort, that we muſt neither do nor ſay, 


nor even think any Thing that is wrong, 
and that we muſt ſtudy to do all the good 
in our Power, even to our greateſt Ene- 
mies. For by ſo doing, we imitate God 
himſelf, who bleiies th e Idolaters and 
Diſobedient, as well as che Pious and 
Obedient, who ſends no Afflictions but as 


Remedies or Preſervatives, to make us 


better, or to keep us good, and who 


permits the Sun-thine and refreſhing 


Showers, to viſit the good and bad alike, 


5 When our Saviour deſcended from the 
Mount, he practiſed all he had been 
preaching ; for he went about doing 


good, 


Is 3 
V. 


The Life of our Savicur. 111 
good, and exerciling his Almighty Power 
in favour of every Diſtreſs that came in 

his. Way. He cured Diſtempers of all 
Kinds by a Word, or a fingle Touch. 
He made the Deaſ to hear, the Lame to 
walk, the Blind to ſee, the Dumb to 
ſpeak, and raiſed the Dead to Life. 
There was ſuch Virtue, even about his 
mortal Body, that if any diſtempered 
Perſon touched 1t, or touched his Cloaths, 
in hopes of being cured, they were im- 
mediately well; and though he had no 
Lands or Money he fatisfied the Hunger 
of many Thouſands. The Story of his 
raiſing Lazarus from the Dead, and the 
whole Account of that Family exhibits 
the moſt pleaſing Picture imaginable of 
Divine Benevolence, blended with hu- 
man Tenderneſs. Our bleſſed Lord, not 
content with doing all this good himſelf, 
reſolved to extend it through his Diſ- 
ciples. He therefore called twelve, and 
commanded them to diſperſe themſelves 

about to inſtru the Ignorant, as he did, 

and to relieye every Kind of Diſtreſs; for 

which Purpoſe he endued them with the 

Power of working Miracles, He told 

them they would frequently meet with a 
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courſes aſtoniſhed every Body. Numbers 


112 The Life of cur Saviour. 


very bad return, but they ought to ſub- 


mit patiently for his Sake, and leave the 
Puniſhment to God; for that if we live 


in this World in ever fo inoffenfive a 


Manner, we . expect to __ ſome 


| Enemies, 


He then went on, teaching his Dis- 


ciples and the People every Thing that 


was uſeful for them to know. He told 


them alſo a great deal beſides relating to 
the Myſteries of Religion. Such as the 


Nature of his Death and Suffering, of the 


Time and Manner of his ſecond Coming 


to judge the World, of the State of de- 


' parted Souls, of original Sin, of the Re- 
ſurrection of the Body, and of the Day 


of Judgment. Theſe Things he related 


only in diſtant Hints and Parables, be- 
- cauſe it is not neceſſary, nor indeed poſ- 
fible for us to comprehend them clearly 
in this Life. Divine Wiſdom has told us 
juſt enough to excite us to do our Duty, 
and to ſupport us in Trouble, why then 


ſhould we defire to * more? 
All theſe andthe Words and Diſ- 


of 
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of the People loved and followed him, 
but the Prieſts, the Scribes, the-Sadduces 
and Phariſees were againſt him from 
Envy and Jealouſy, Theſe laſt were 
 Hypocrites, who pretended to be wiſer 
and better than other Men, but were full 
of Pride and Deceit. Such Men always 
hate thoſe who are truly good. eſpecially 


When they find they are better liked than 
themſelves. | 


- 


They therefore perſecuted our Lord, 
and tried to puzzle him with artful Queſ- 
tions, and draw him in to ſay or do ſome- 
thing contrary to Law, in order to have a 
Pretence for putting him to Death. But 
he ſhowed himſelf as much ſuperior to 

them in Underſtanding as in Virtue, and 
often ſent them away confounded at the 

Wiſdom and Prudence of his Anſwers. 15 


However, their Malice grew to ſuch a 
Height, and they perſuaded ſo many to 
unite. with them, that our Saviour knew 
they would ſoon obtain their With, and 
as he came into the World on Purpoſe to 
ſuffer Death for our Sins, he prepared 
himſelf and his Diſciples for that awful 


Event, 
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Event. Our gracious Lord refleQing, 
that after his Departure, their Hearts 
might be apt to ſwell with Pride from the 
Intimacy to which he had admitted them: 

this great Lord of Heaven and Farth re- 
ſolved to lower their Minds by an Ex- 
ample of the moſt perfect and entire 
Humility. He, therefore, the Son of 
God, the ſecond Perſon of the Trinity, 
the promiſed Meſſiah, was ſo far from 
aſſuming to himſelf any ſuperior Dignity, 
that he condeſcended to kneel down and 

-waſh his Diſciples Feet; the Feet even 
of Judas, who he knew would betray him. 
And, after he had finiſhed, he ſat down 
and diſcourſed with them upon the Virtue 
of Humility, in the moſt pathetic Terms. 
On the Night that he was to fall into 
the Hands of his Enemies, he ſat down 

to Supper with his Diſciples, and ac- 
quainted them that one of that Company 

would betray him; and hinted that Judas 

Tſcariot was the Man, after Supper he 

brake Bread and bleſſed it, and gave 

ſome to each of them, ſaying, Take eat, 

this is my Body, which is broken for many. 
Eat this in Remembrance of me, He alſo 
2 N 3 — 


Tue Life of our Saviour. 115 
took the Cup of Wine, and gave it to 
them, ſaying, This is my Blood which is 
ſhed for many, Drink this in Remembrance 
of me. This is what we call the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, which our 
gracious Maſter defires may be frequently 
taken as a Remembrance of what he has 
ſuffered, to purchaſe for us Forgiveneſs 
of Sins, and eternal Life. We ought to 
receive it with the greateſt Thankfulneſs, 

and a ſincere Reſolution to amend our 
Lives; for unleſs we do the Will of God 
in every Thing, this Sacrament will be 
of no Benefit to us; but on the contrary, 
they who lead bad Lives, will offend God 
the more, by attending to outward Forms, 
while they neglect the weightier Matters 
of the Law. For our Saviour has ſaid, 
It is not every one that ſays unto me, Lord, 

Lord, that ſhall inherit the Kingdom of 
Heaven, but he that docth the Mill of my 

Father which is in Heaven, This ought ye 
to have done, and not to have left the others 
undone. Ye ſhall know a Tree by its Fruits, 
and every Tree which bringeth not forth 
good Fruit, ſhall be hewn down and caſt into 
the Fire, there ſhall be 1 ng and gnaſhe 
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116 The Life of our Saviour. 
As for thoſe whoſe Minds are baptized, 
as well as their Bodies, that is, who are 
cleanſed from Wickedneſs, and truly 
thankful for the immenſe Favours that 
have been conferred: upon them, with 
what pious Joy do they partake of this 
bleſſed Sacrament, and how nwft ſuch a 
Commemoration ſtrengthen their Minds, 
and confirm them in all Goodneſs! 


The Roman Catholicks are fo abſurd 
as to believe, that what we eat in this 
Sacrament is changed into the real Body 
and Blood of Feſus. This is fuppofing, 
'that our Lord eat of his own Body, for 
he ſupped with them, and that his Diſci- 
ples fed upon it before he was dead. It 
is alſo ſuppoſing, that we eat our God 
every Time we communicate. It makes 
one Tremble to think of ſuch horrid Blaſ- 
phemy, and it grieves one to reflect, that 
the Prieſts of that Religion teach ſuch 
Things, and are ſo uncharitable as to try 
to perſuade People, that every Body will 
be damned who cannot believe it, and be 
a Roman Catholic kx. Theſe Prieſts alſo 
will let none but themſelves taſte of the 
* and give to all others Oy the firſt. 


Part 5 
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Part of the Sacrament, and not Bread, 
but a Wafer, though our Saviour ex- 


preſsly bids us all eat Bread and drink 


Wine, in Remembrance of him, and not 


the Clergy only, for he pi Drink ye 
all of this, 


May the merciful God who has ſaved 


us Proteſtants from ſuch great Miſtakes, 

open the Minds of thoſe poor deluded 
People, and may they ſee and repent of 
| their idolatrous aud ſuperſtitious TO 


Soon after da thoſe to whom Judas 
had betrayed his Maſter, came and ſeized 
upon him and carried him away, 


As to the Manner of his Examination 
before Plate, his Crucifixion, his Reſur- 
rection, his Appearance to his Diſciples 


after his burial, and his Aſcenſion into 


Heaven. It is fo finely related by the 


inſpired Writers in that Part of the Holy 


Bible, called the New Teſtament, that 
the beſt Thing we can do is to read it 


over frequently and with Attention. 


When 
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When we do that, we muſt reflect how 


odious all Sin is in the Sight of God, 
all that Suffering 1 in the innocent Feſus to 


his Children to God. 


Surely it will be a Warning to us to Sin 


no more, left ſome nee Yengeabce fall 


upon us. 


4: 53 
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2 What 3 Reaſon do the Priefis give 3 
that extraordinary Doctrine of Tranſub- 
ſtantiation; or the Notion of the Bread 
and Wine being changed at the Sacra- 
ment, into the Body and Blood of Chrijt # ? 


A. The only Reaſon they can give, is 
the Words of our Saviour, This 1s my 


Body, and this is my Blood. But he ſaid 
at another Time, [am a Door. And yet, 


it is very plain, he did not mean to ſay, 
that he was really a Door; but like a 


He that abidet hi 


forth 


Another 


fince the Diſobedience of Adam, required 


atone for it, and to reconcile Adam and 


oY 


Door, becauſe, by him, People enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Time our Saviour ſaid, I am the Vine, 
and ye are the Branches. 
in me, and J in him, the ſame bringeth 


The Life of our Saviour. 119 
forth much Fruit, Every Body muſt al- 
low that this can only mean, that he ig 
like a Vine Tree, and we are like the 
Branches of it. Becauſe, Vines bear 


good Fruit, and all who belong to him 


like Branches of a Tree to the Root of 


it, will produce many good Works, in 


conſequence of the Doctrine they receive 
from him, and of the aſſiſting Spirit 
which he gives them. In the ſame Man- 
ner ouf Saviour alſo ſaid : This is my 
Body and this is my Blood, eat this in re- 


membrance of me, drink this in remem- 
brance of me. And, indeed, common 


Senſe is ſufficient to ſhow us, that he only 


meant to compare the Bread to his Body, ; 
anck the Wine to his Blood. And, as in 


Baptiſm, Water, which waſhes our Bo- 
dies, 1s compared to the Holy Spirit, 


which purifies our Hearts, fo the Nou- L 


riſnment, which Bread and Wine affords 
our Bodies, may juſtly be compared to the 


ſubſtantial Benefit our Souls receive by 
the piercing of his Body on the Croſs, 8 


and the W of his Blood. 
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Of the Apoſtles. 


FTER the Books of the four-Bvan- 
gelifis, St. Matthew, St. Mark, St. 
Lake, and St. John, we find a Book 


called, The Ads of the Apoſtles, in which 


there is an Account of what became of 


them after their Lord had left them, As 
for poor wicked Judas, his guilty Conſci- 


ence drove him to ſuch Deſpair, that he 
hanged himſelf. Tis thus that one Sin 


generally leads to another, If he had 


humbled himſelf, and implored Forgive- 


_ neſs of his Maſter, perhaps infinite Good- 
neſs might have taken Pity on him; but 
Self- Murder only added to the Crime he 


had before committed, for we have no 
Right to take away the Life that God has 
given, It is the higheſt Offence and a 


Sin of the moſt dangerous Kind; becauſe, 
we may repent of other Sins, after hav- 
ing been gullty of chem; but, aſter 


Death, tiere is no Kepentance ; for chen 


our Doom is fred. There arc therefore 


very iew People, if any, who are not 


e | „ mad, 


O the Apoſtles, 127 
mad, that attempt to commit ſuch a 
Crime. The other Apoſtles, or Diſciples 


of Grit, did in Obedience to God's 
Commands, go about preaching the Goſ- 


pel, and baptizing in the Name of the | 


Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt. We read, that they very ſoon, 
according to the Promiſe of Fcſus, were 
inſpired by that Holy Ghoſt, with the 
Knowledge of all Languages, with the 
Power of working Miracles, with hea- 
venly Wiſdom and divine Aſſiſtance, to 


1 ſupport them in all their Troubles, and E 


in the Hour of Death. 


They almoſt all 44 Naw rs to the 
Faith, that is, were put to re. Deaths, 

by barbarous Men, becauſe they would 
perſiſt in ſpeaking the Truth, but great 

was their Reward in Heaven, We alſo. 
find, by that Book, and by the Epiſtles, 
that is, Letters of St. Peter, that he was 
not greater than the reſt of the Apoſtles, 
neither is it mentioned in the Bible that 
he ever was Biſhop of Rome: And yet the 
| Roman Catholicks pretend that he was 
not only Biſhop of Rome, but Head of the 
whole Maine of Chrift ; » and that all 


F | Biſhops 


— £ 


122 5 E the ee 
Biſhops or Popes of Rome who have been 


ſince that Time, being his Succeſſors, 


or, as in his Place, muſt be obeyed in all 


Matters of Religion: And for this Obe- 


dience, the Roman Catholicks pay to the 


Pope or Biſhop of Rome, they « are ""_ 


called Ts" 


But if there \ was b gg Truth in what they 
f uppoſe about St. Peter, and about the 
Pope being his Succeſſor, God would 


certainly have revealed it to us in his di- 


vine Book, which he himſelf tells us, 


contains all that is neceſſary to be known; 
and God alſo ſays, © If any Man add to 


13 © theſe 10 Singe. w | him $e-ateurſe d. Ys: 


God forbid: 8 we Gould dates 
ledge any Head of the Church but Chrift. 
We are Chriſtians, and the Church the 


| Catholick Church, that is, i the whole . 
Body of Chriſtians, ſcattered all over the 


World, muſt believe in Chriſt, and de- 
pend upon hi m, an 4 upon TY: Ry 


« I, ſays he, am the true Shepherd, and 


«6 Wik rake Care of my F lock.“ 
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St. Paul had not been a Diſciple of 
Chriſt, but had been a Jew, and perſe- 
euted the Church of Feruſalem, that is, 
the Aſſembly of Chriſtians there. God, 
however, was pleaſed to convert him at 
laſt from bis Sins, and he became a good 
Chriſtian, and a zealous Apoſtle. St. 
Peter, and the other Diſciples, ſeemed 
to confine themſelves chiefly. to the Con- 
verſion of the Fews;. but St. Paul worked 
upon a larger Plan, for he addreſſed him- 
ſelf to the Heathens alfo,. and converted 
an infinite Number of them. He was as 
much reſpected as St. Peter, and even 
went twice to Rome and preached the 
| Goſpel there as well as he. St. Peter and 
St. Paul were great Friends, and neither 
of them pretended to be more than Fellow 
Labourers in the Work to which they 
were appointed. St. Paul, after he had 
been at Rome, wrote a long Letter to the 
Romans, and by the Inſpiration of the 
Holy Spirit, tells them in it what they 
are to believe and to do. Surely he would 
not have done this if St. Peter was there 
as ſupreme Biſhop: Nor would the Holy 
Spirit have inſpired him to write fo long 
2 Letter to Nome, if the Head of the 
. = Church. 


1 


er — . 
3 9 FE IS n n _— - 7 It > pen Be 7 — RN = 
WL FL. — 2 — A fn * 2 7 L 
— . fl nts — 12 8 2 — — " 1 Kos 
7 - 


2 
YE EIT. Eo 


9 
— 


22 


— * 
12 — 
n 
0 83 


. 4 
I — n 
— "TR 
SAP 5 


— . 4 rat 1 


<= — & e 22 N — * — - > — — | = Z _ \ 
e « —_ F ne Be — — Fe; T 2 * 3 +44 dd 2 — Pay . 2 
5 . 4 2 r X — 4 — - — CERES * >. by - b Were "CS end - — * — = 
* — 3 CODT EI 2 * r r 1 fe? >= r ACT A 5 D - n 7 ER 7 ISS —— 
L 2 ES S IE t 5 — . Pie PITT mf wh nm ane mn 33 3 SENS TEL IS" ; er b 4G 2 I I . 
e by p 5 — 2 
* * * Y - 3 
* 


r ee e 
7 & 


—— —— — * * 


124 f the Apoſtles. 

Church was afterwards to be eſtabliſhed 
there; for it muſt be allowed that God 
always knows what is to come, and never 
Wu * Thing in vain. 4 


st. Peter dimſelf a wrote two EpiC-- 
tles, one of which is dated from Babylon, 


a long Way from Rome; and neither of 


the Epiſtles are directed to the Church of 
Rome, but to all Strangers, new Chriſ- 


tians, ſcattered about Pontes, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Afia,, and Bythinia; that is, 
to all the converted Jews in thoſe Places, 
| for ey were eee there. 5 


St. John alſo wrote three Epiſtles, ne 


to the univerſal Church, that is, the ge- 
neral Society of Chriſtians all over the 


World, and is ſo far from recommending 


Obedience to the Biſhop or Pope of Rome, 

that he does not once mention him, but 
ceearneſtly intreats all Chriſtians to truſt in 
© God only, and obey his Laws, according 

to the Underſtanding he has given us: 


For, ſays he, We know that the Son of 
God is come, and hath given us an Under. 


Randing that we may know him that is 


owe, * we are in . that is true, even 
in 


Of the Apoſtles. 125 
in his Son Jeſus Chriſt, This is the true 
Gcd and eternal Life. And this is ex- 
actly the Belief of us Proteſtants, The 
only Reaſon the Pa piſts can give for their 
Notion about St. Peter, is drawn from a 
Diſcourſe our Saviour held with him one 
Day. In this Diſcourſe he praiſed him 
for having ſo much Faith as to believe 
him to be the Son of God. Jeſus called 
him Peter, that is, a Stone, and ſaid, 
upon this Stone I will build my Church, 
and the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail 
againſt | it. Feſus alſo told Peter he would 
give him the Keys of Heaven, and that 
thoſe he bound on earth ſhould be bound 


in Heaven, and thoſe he looſed on Earth 3 
| ſhould be looſed in Heaven. It is im- 


poſñble for us to know what is the direct 
Meaning of theſe Werds. There are 
many Ways of interpreting them; but 
Vie may be very ſure they could not mean 


that St. Peter ſhould be Pope of Rome, 


and that all Chriſtians ſnould obey him; 
for, if it had been ſo, he would have ex- 
pected that Obedience, and all Chriſtians 

would have paid it him; but we ſee in 


5 the Bible that none did, and that he did 


| Not require it; neither did any of the 
, oy 3 other | ; 
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5 5 126 "2 o the Revelations, | 
= other Apoſtles give Way to him, as we 


have-already obſerved. It appears alſo 
very plainly from the Epiſtles of St. 
Foln, that St. ohn was certainly no Pa- 


piſt, and if it is neceſſary for Salvation 


to be one, ſurely our Saviour would have 
let him at leaſt into that Seoret, for he | 
was his ds; Diſci ple. 122 : 


we bs. beſides FW „ſeveral other 


h Epiſtles, wrote by different Apoſtles, 


who. make no mention of Rome or Po- 


piery; but they warn. us in general, that 
many falſe Prophets willfariſe, teaching 
for Doctrines the Commandments of 


Men. They ſtrictly charge us to beware 


of them, and not to believe even an An- 


geb from Heaven, if he ſhould teach us 
any Ve which: is. not in the We 


5 Wen 


The laſt Book 40 hy „Nes ena 3 


| 1 che Revelations of St. Y, which is 
ſo very niyſterious and ſublime, that it is 
entirely beyond any human Capacity to 


comprehend ; and very probably it was 
wrote on purpoſe to confound our Vanity, 


55 one ta ſhow: us, that there. are _ of 


$25.1, He -- 


| Df the Revelations, © 127 . 
de Deſigus and Works of our Creator, 


which, though we examine and ſtudy | 
inceſſantly, we ſhall never be able to 
explainz and the more we aim at ex- 
plaining what is above the reach of our 
_ Capacities, ſo much the more ſhall we 
be liable to fall into dangerous Mif-' 
takes. There may be though, perhaps, 
fome ſuperior Genius's, who with the 
help of deep Study, and carefully com- 
paring of Paſſages in different Authors, 
have been able to form ſome juſt Conjec- 
. tures with Regard to Futurity, but com- 
mon Capacities may, by making the 
ſame Attempt, fall into fatal Errors. Let 
therefore ſuch as we be ſatisfied to wait _ 
till the  Accompliſhment explains the 
Predictions; and in the mean Time con- 
tent ourſelves, like St. Paul, with know- 
ing nothing but Chriſt crucified, and let 
us aim at nothing but imitating his vir- 
tuous and amiable Life. : 


* — 
— 


- Mad reach hs Creed, and the Te Deum * 
Laudamus. : 
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